Blues is the most representative musical form of the 1920's in United States. This musical style  came from  Africa and was brought to America with the slaves. It reflects the state of  depression or melancholy. It is often associated with sadness, sorrow, loneliness, protest, tragedy and sexuality. 
It is the Mississippi Delta  that   has many areas  full of blues history.  In the Mississippi Delta where the blacks were forced to work on the docks, on plantations and as they worked they sang the blues. 
The blues of that time is called country blues.   Country blues has a “rough, hard edged, and raw” sound and is usually played on standard instruments rather than electric ones . The emotions given off from country blues are primarily sad and lonely ones.  It is  nothing more than  a mixture of African music, field hollers, work songs, religious music  and ragtime.
Most country blues were played with an acoustic guitar and with someone
singing. Guitars were used because they had a broad range of notes, they were
portable, affordable, and they were permitted by slave owners at that time.   The
slave owners didn't permit drums because they thought the drums could be used to
signal to each other.
  The first country   blues was written and published  by W.C. Handy in the beginning of  1900. He was a trained musician who realized that the blues could yield a lot of money and popularity, but actually he didn’t create the genre.  He was the first who brought the blues to the mass public. Not long after his first experience of hearing  the blues, Handy’s band was playing a dance in Mississippi, and they saw a guitar, mandolin and string bass trio play during the intermission of their show. The audience gave the band a big hand, and Handy realized the financial potential of the folk blues. Because Handy was a bandleader, he needed to formalize the structure of the blues and to write the blues down in sheet music form. So, it was the way of birth of the first country composition Memphis Blues" in 1912.
His success inspired other talented musicians to write the blues songs. This period is called the classic blues. The classic blues songs were sung by experienced performers in front of the theatre audience, while the folk blues  were performed before small, informal audiences, or at dances.
The Delta was the land that produced some of the greatest giants in the  blues history. There are  Henry Sloan, Charley Patton, Eddie "Son" House, Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters, Howlin' Wolf, Big Joe Williams, John Lee Hooker, Sunnyland Slim, Willie Dixon, Walter "Furry" Lewis and more.
Robert Johnson is one of the most famous Delta Blues musicians.   Also known as the “Grandfather of Rock-and-Roll”, his music styles influenced a large amount of musicians, ranging throughout time.   Such artists include Led Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix, The Rolling Stones, and Eric Clapton.   Clapton once said that Robert Johnson was “the most important blues musician who ever lived.” 
However, the blues were not limited to the men. Women like Ida Cox, Bessie Smith, Mamie Smith, Ma Rainey sang the blues. They sang about drugs, alcohol, prostitution and crime. 
Considered the "Mother of the Blues," Ma Rainey was instrumental in bringing Blues music into the vaudeville tradition. She had been performing the Blues for twenty years before her first recording in 1923. She would go on to record with such Blues legends as Blind Blake and Tampa Red, along with Jazz greats Kid Ory and Louis Armstrong.
The woman who earned the title of "Empress of the Blues" with her sassy, bold songs that earned the respect of both Blues and Jazz artists was Bessie Smith. Her swagger style and strong, passionate voice epitomized what the early vaudeville style Blues was all about. 
The blues became more and more popular with the white audiences,  and the black blues singers began to travel north to Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Kansas and New York. They embellished their bands by adding additional instruments that included the bass, drums, trumpet, violin and clarinet.
After the Second World War the use of electrified instruments became inevitable. During the 1940’s some blues bands incorporated saxophones and harmonica, especially in Chicago, a predominant centre of  blues recording in the 1950’s. So, blues from this period is often called “urban blues”, “electric blues”, or “Chicago blues”. Chicago Blues has a more extended palette of notes than the standard six-note blues scale. The brightest representatives of this sub-style were Muddy Waters, Little Walter, T-bone Walker and B. B. King.
The distinctive sound of these artists restructured popular music, providing fundamental elements for subsequent genres like soul and rock and roll. Indeed, the work of  Waters on songs like “Rollin' Stone” (1950) and “Hootchie Cootchie Man” (1954) had international influence, subsequently inspiring the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and other British bands. 
So, blues remains with us in a contemporary American culture, and as a traditional musical form it has been subjected to countless revivals and reinterpretations. Today musicians who play blues integrate the sounds instrumental techniques  of rock music and the sheen of urban soul, but the 12-bar form , variations on the blues chord progression , and emotive lyrical content remain unchanged.
