1. What are Canada’s official languages?

English and French are the official languages of all federal government institutions in Canada.

2. How many people live in Canada today?

Canada's 2006 census counted a total population of 31,612,897

3. What is the largest city in Canada?
Toronto

4. What form of government does Canada have?

constitutional monarchy that is also a parliamentary democracy and a federation

5. How large is Canada compared to other countries?

Canada is the second largest country in the world after Russia.

6. How many regions is Canada made of?

Currently, the ten provinces are Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, and Saskatchewan, while the three territories are Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and Yukon.

7.Name the capitals of Canada’s regions. 

Ontario - Toronto
Quebec - Quebec City
Nova Scotia - Halifax
New Brunswick - Fredericton
Manitoba - Winnipeg 
British Columbia -  Victoria
Prince Edward Island - Charlottetown
Saskatchewan -  Regina
Alberta -  Edmonton 

Newfoundland and Labrador –  St. John's
8. What is Canada’s capital?
Ottawa
9. What oceans is Canada surrounded by?
Canada is surrounded by three oceans; the Pacific to the west, the Arctic to the North, and the Atlantic to the East.

10. What are major industries of Canada and in which regions are they located?

Timber industry and fur trading

Atlantic Canada has vast offshore deposits of natural gas and large oil and gas resources are centred in Alberta. The vast Athabasca Oil Sands give Canada the world's second-largest oil reserves, behind Saudi Arabia.[85] 

Canada is one of the world's most important suppliers of agricultural products, with the Canadian Prairies one of the most important suppliers of wheat, canola, and other grains.[86] Canada is the world's largest producer of zinc and uranium and a world leader in many other natural resources such as gold, nickel, aluminium, and lead;[87] many towns in the northern part of the country, where agriculture is difficult, exist because of a nearby mine or source of timber. Canada also has a sizable manufacturing sector centred in southern Ontario and Quebec, with automobiles and aeronautics representing particularly important industries.

11. Who were the first people to come to Canada? When did they come?

The first people in Canada crossed the Bering Straits from Asia. The first Europeans to reach Canada were the Vikings. In 986 a Viking called Bjarni Herjolfsson was blown off course by a storm and he spotted a new land. However he sailed away without landing. In 1001 a man named Leif Eriksson landed in the new land, which he named Vinland (it was part of Canada). However Eriksson did not stay permanently. Later the Vikings did establish a colony in North America but they abandoned it because of conflict with the natives. However after the Vikings North America was forgotten until the end of the 15th century. In 1497 the English king Henry VII sent an Italian named Jean Cabot on an expedition across the Atlantic to Newfoundland. Cabot discovered rich fishing waters off the coast of Canada. Then in 1534 and in 1535-36 a Frenchman named Jacques Cartier (1491-1557) sailed on two expeditions to Canada. On 10 August 1535 (St Lawrence's Day) he sailed into the St Lawrence River, which he named after the saint. However no permanent European settlements were made in Canada until the early 17th century. In 1603 a Frenchman named Samuel de Champlain (1567-1635) sailed up the St Lawrence River. In 1604 he founded Port Royal in Acadia (Nova Scotia). In 1608 de Champlain founded Quebec.
12. How many Indian languages are spoken in Canada today? 

There are at least 58 different Indian languages. Cree is the most common Indian language.
13. What are the people, whose parents or ancestors are both Native and European in origin, called?

Métis
A person whose ancestors were both European and Aboriginal. In western Canada most of the Métis had ancestors who were Aboriginal people and French Canadians.
14. What is an area of land that is set aside for use by Native people only called?

The Inuit people live throughout most of the Canadian Arctic and subarctic: in the territory of Nunavut ("our land"); the northern third of Quebec, in an area called Nunavik ("place to live"); the coastal region of Labrador, in an area called Nunatsiavut ("our beautiful land"); in various parts of the Northwest Territories, mainly on the coast of the Arctic Ocean and formerly in the Yukon territory. Collectively these areas are known as Inuit Nunaat.

15. Who claimed Newfoundland for the King of England?

The explorer John Cabot claimed Newfoundland for the king of England in 1497.
16. What was the first Canadian city?

French explorer Samuel de Champlain arrived in 1603 and established the first permanent European settlements at Port Royal in 1605 and Quebec City in 1608.

17. Who built Quebec City?

Quebec City was built by the French

Founded 
July 3, 1608 by Samuel de Champlain

18. Who are Acadians and where and why were they deported to?

The Acadians are the descendants of the first French colonists who settled in what are today the Maritime provinces, and they developed a cultural independence that is recognized to this day.

On July 28, 1755, Lawrence ordered his men to start arresting Acadians with a view to deporting them. But it took until September 5 of that year for Charles Lawrence to gather the Acadians in the St. Charles Church in Grand Pre in order to read the declaration that they must relinquish their possessions to the British Crown and that they would be deported. Unaware of what awaited them in the church, many Acadians were taken prisoner and deported to American colonies, France, and England, and many died during the long ocean voyage. The survivors roamed, looking for a new place to call home. In 1763, after the Seven Year War and the signing of the peace treaty, some Acadians returned to Nova Scotia, only to find that they no longer owned land; it had been redistributed to Protestant settlers. In all, several thousand Acadians died during deportation: of illness, drowning, misery and starvation.

The British thought the Acadians were a threat to appropriation of the land and refused to accept the oath.

19. What is the name of the federal party devoted to the separation of Quebec from Canada?

The Bloc Québécois (BQ) is a federal political party in Canada that defines itself as devoted to both the protection of Quebec's interests on a federal level as well as the promotion of its sovereignty.

20. Which was the last province to join Confederation?

Newfoundland, Labrador was the last province to join Confederation in 1949 (Nunavut was the last territory to join, on April 1, 1999).

21. Which province did not join Confederation until after 1867?

Newfoundland 


22. Which prime minister is responsible for bringing the Constitution back to Canada?

Pierre Elliot Trudeau


23. Which province did not sign the Constitution Act, 1982?

Quebec


24. Who was the first prime minister of Canada?

Sir John Apples McDonald's became the first Prime Minister of Canada in 1867.


25. When did Canada become an independent country?

Canada was granted independence July 1, 1867


26. Whom did the Canadian government buy land from?

Canada bought Rupert's Land and the North-Western Territory from the Hudson's Bay Company in 1869


27. Why did the Canadian government want to build the railway?

By the time of Confederation in 1867, the new federal government would seriously look at creating a national railway from coast-to-coast to bring new settlers and goods into Rupert's Land, and help stave off America from expanding its borders. The Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) even became a condition for British Columbia's entry into Confederation in 1871.


28. What country did Canada go to war with in 1812?

With the USA (1812-1814)

29. Why did British Columbia join the Confederation?

There were several factors, including the fear of annexation to the United States, the overwhelming debt created by rapid population growth, the need for government-funded services to support this population, and the economic depression caused by the end of the gold rush. With the agreement by the Canadian government to extend the Canadian Pacific Railway to British Columbia and to assume the colony's debt, British Columbia became the sixth province to join Confederation on 20 July 1871.


30. Who mainly made up the work force to build the Canadian Pacific Railway?

Many thousands of navvies (navigational engineers)worked on the railway. Many were European immigrants. In British Columbia, the CPR hired workers from China, nicknamed coolies.


31. How many and what waves of immigration has Canada have?

After the initial period of British and French colonization, four major waves (or peaks) of immigration and settlement of non-aboriginal peoples took place over a period of almost two centuries. The fifth wave is currently ongoing.

The first significant, non-aboriginal immigration to Canada occurred over almost two centuries with slow but progressive French settlement of Quebec and Acadia with smaller numbers of American and European entrepreneurs in addition to British military personnel. This wave culminated with the influx of British Loyalists fleeing the American Revolution, chiefly from the Mid-Atlantic States.

The second wave from Britain and Ireland was encouraged to settle in Canada after the War of 1812, and during the Irish Potato Famine occurred from 1846 to 1849.

The third wave of immigration coming mostly from continental Europe peaked prior to WWI, between 1910–1913 (over 400,000 in 1913) and the fourth wave also from the continent in 1957 (282,000), making Canada a more multicultural country with substantial non-English or -French speaking populations.

Immigration since the 1970s has overwhelmingly been of visible minorities from the developing world
32. When was Canada Multicultural Act passed? 
The Act for the Preservation and Enhancement of Multiculturalism in Canada was passed in 1985, with minor organizational amendments since that time (Multiculturalism & Citizenship Canada, 1991).
33. What is the Canadian mosaic?

It is a term used to describe the mix of ethnic groups, languages and cultures that co-exist within Canadian society. The idea of a cultural mosaic is intended to champion an ideal of multiculturalism, differently from other systems like the melting pot, which is often used to describe the neighboring United States' ideal of assimilation.
34. What is the federal government made up of in Canada?

(Summary of governmental organization) 

Type of government 

Westminster style federal parliamentary democracy within a constitutional monarchy.

Monarchy

*Head of state 

Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada (since February 6, 1952).

*Viceroy 

Michaëlle Jean, Governor General of Canada (since September 27, 2005).

Executive power

*Head of government 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper (since February 6, 2006).

*Cabinet 

Legislative power
*The bicameral Parliament of Canada consists of three parts: the monarch, the Senate, and the House of Commons.

35. Whom does the Prime Minister appoint?

Prime Minister essentially controls the appointments of the following positions:

· all members of the Cabinet;

· vacant seats on the Supreme Court of Canada;

· vacant seats in the Senate;

· all heads of Canadian Crown Corporations, whom the prime minister may replace at any time;

· all executive positions, such as the head of the Transportation Safety Board, the president of the Business Development Bank;

· all ambassadors to Foreign Countries;

· the Governor General of Canada;

· the 10 Lieutenant-Governors of the Canadian provinces, and the three Commissioners of the Canadian territories ;[

· plus approximately 3,100 other government positions, the bulk of which the Prime Minister usually designates a member of his staff to appoint with his concurrence.

36. What level of government does the Governor General work for? 

The Governor General of Canada is the vice-regal representative in Canada of the Queen of Canada, who is the head of state. The monarch appoints the Governor General on the advice of the Canadian Prime Minister, who is the Canadian Head of Government, after which the Governor General maintains direct contact with the monarch. There is no specific term. As with other appointments, the incumbent is said to serve at Her Majesty's pleasure, but by convention usually serves for approximately five years.

37. What parts is Canadian Parliament made of? 

The Parliament of Canada is Canada's legislative branch, seated at Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario. The Governor General of Canada appoints the 105 members of the upper house, the Senate, on the recommendation of the Prime Minister of Canada. The 308 members of the lower house, the House of Commons, are directly elected by the people, with each member representing a single electoral district. 

38. What areas is the federal government responsible for?

· Peace, order and good government
· Any form of taxation

· International/interprovincial trade and commerce, communications & transportation

· Banking and currency

· Foreign affairs (treaties)

· Militia and defense

· Criminal law and penitentiaries

· Naturalization

· Weights, measures, copyrights, patents

· First Nations

· Residual powers 
· Declaratory power
· Disallowance and reservation 
· Unemployment insurance and old age pensions

· Immigration

· Agriculture

· Pensions

39. What areas are the provincial governments responsible for?

· Anything local or private in nature

· Direct taxation

· Crown lands and natural resources

· Hospitals (health sector)

· Education

· Welfare

· Municipalities

· Local works

· Intra-provincial transportation and business

· Administration of justice

· Property and civil rights
· Cooperatives and savings banks

· Immigration

· Agriculture

· Pensions

40. How often are federal elections held and who calls an election in Canada?

Under existing law a federal election in Canada must be called at least every five years. The timing of an election is decided by the Prime Minister. An election is also triggered when the government loses a vote on a non-confidence motion in the House of Commons.

41. 18 years old- voting age
42. What is the difference between a majority and a minority government?

In the Parliamentary system, there is a majority government when the governing party enjoys an absolute majority of seats in the legislature or parliament. This is as opposed to a minority government, where even the largest party wins only a plurality of seats and thus must constantly bargain for support from other parties in order to pass legislation and avoid being defeated on motions of no confidence.

43 What political parties of Canada do you know and party does the current Prime Minister represent?

· Bloc Québécois (founded in 1991) - social democratic, Quebec nationalist
· Conservative Party of Canada (founded in 2003) colloquially known as the Tories - The party currently forms the Government of Canada, and is led by the Prime Minister of Canada, Stephen Harper.( 22nd and current Prime Minister of Canada)-conservative

· Liberal Party of Canada (founded in 1867) colloquially known as the Grits - liberal
· New Democratic Party (founded in 1961) - social democratic
