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In my essay I would like to discuss the claim that Huck is “strangely passive hero”. I would stress the word “strange” out of the phrase in the suggested theme, as I think it is strange indeed to describe the development in the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn just as “passive”. 
 I would say Huck’s seemingly passiveness speaks for his self-possession, independence in thinking and the ability not to take hasty decisions, which is rare among the youngsters of his age. 
There are several points where Huck is demonstrating his self-possession. His tend not to take active role in the games of his friend Tom Sawyer in the beginning of the novel, which also could be interpreted as passiveness, has its reasons. Huck Finn questions and ponders about all the actions and plans his friend finds. He listens over all the discussions and happens to agree with his friend mainly because of the general perceptions of the society he lives in, as Huck’s boyish mind has been stuffed with that “general precepts”. So the fact that Tom has been brought up in a “respectable” family, going to school and reading books, makes Huck agree with Tom’s unrealistic and naughty plans in another words to be receptive to the friend’s influence (second meaning of “passive” in the dictionary) just because he has been somehow brainwashed to accept the “general” moral code of his society.  “Here he was a boy that was respectable, and well brung up; and had a character to lose; and folks at home that had characters; and he was bright and not leather-headed; and knowing and not ignorant..” (Twain, 259). That is the way Huck describes Tom. Huck’s childish mind agrees that he is “low-down” and the society of his time avoids accepting the child without a family to have as high morality and to be as smart as other children brought up in families. And again Huck agrees but still does not passively follows reasoning his different background.
In the initial chapters, namely in Chapter II, when the two friends were heading for their night trip, Huck questioned the boyish actions of his friend, when they encountered the difficulty to pass Jim without being noticed.  “When we was ten foot off Tom whispered to me, and wanted to tie Jim to the tree for fun. I said no; he might wake up and make a disturbance, and then they’d find out I warn’t in…I didn’t want him to try. I said Jim might wake up and come… Then we got out, and I was in sweat to get away; but nothing would do Tom but he must crawl to where Jim was, on his knees, and play something on him. I waited, and it seemed a good while, everything was so still and lonesome.” (Mark Twain, 23) Here Huck is not active as a child, a child like Tom who is striving to have fun whenever it is possible. Passiveness here merges with wisdom,    Huck’s inactiveness caused by his fear to wake Jim up if he continued to convince stubborn Tom to give up his boyish plan to play trick on a sleeping man. So he preferred to remain in a silence and wait over till his friend accomplishes his tricks on his own.  There is great tendency of false evaluation of people’s wisdom as passiveness, just because wise people mostly listen to the people and observe the situation before undergoing any actions. 
Huck’s mind is always active, which may be not explained by his actions. While Tom somewhat blindly follows the story books which he had read, and tends to turn it to the reality: “Why blame it all, we’ve got to do it. Don’t I tell you it’s in the books? Do you want to go to doing different from what’s in the books, and get things all muddled up?” “… Don’t you reckon that people that made the books knows what’s the correct thing to do?”  (Twain, 27.) Huck ponders about all the hypocrisy, degraded rules and precepts of the surrounding society that defy his logic. I presume that a passive character would not question anything what is taught and done by others. Huck’s mind is in thoughts all the time. Twain gives a reader the opportunity to contrast his moral development to the character of Tom Sawyer, who is influenced by a bizarre mix of adventure novels and Sunday-school teachings, which he combines to justify his outrageous and potentially harmful escapades. “I thought all this over for two or three days, and then I reckoned I would see if there was anything in it…then I judged that all that stuff was just one of Tom Sawyer’s lies. I reckoned he believed in A-rabs and the elephants, but as for me I think different. It had all the marks of a Sunday school.” (Twain,33). Huck has always  his own point of view, though sometimes he thinks that his thinking is different because of his “low-down” position and bad nature. 
Walter Blair writes that the varied readings of the author “Sometimes gave the substance to the author’s ideas – about man’s motivation, say, - and thus gave substance to the inner struggle of Huck…”  Mark twain places part of his experience and wisdom into his fiction character. 
Huckleberry Finn’s escape from his Pap choosing the Mississippi is considered as passive by some critics. I will quote professor Lauriat Lane Jr.: “Of all forms of physical progression that of drifting downstream in a boat, or on a raft, is the most passive one possible”. (“College English”, XVII Critics’ debate: “How great?” 364-371) In the above mentioned essay of Lauriat Lane I could not find the sound reasoning to label “the physical progression” of the narrator as passive. To my mind, passiveness, in case of living beings, does not have tend or purpose, passiveness dines undertaking any actions even there is chance while Huck on the contrary uses all the chances to realize his intensions. His aim is clear, to escape from pap, who has got him apart from the surrounding, the school and the civilized Widow, to which he was already getting used and fit. (I would say that it is Pap who has plaid a special role, yet not deliberately but still saving Huck from becoming as phony as others in his hypocritical society.)  
 Huck’s further drifting along the river has also reasons as it is more than clearly explained that Jim could not move onshore for the sake of his freedom and Huck is sensitive enough to leave the man in danger. Thus, Huck becomes observer of the events but again, T. S. Eliot, in the “An Introduction to Huckleberry Finn” described Fin as “passive observer of the men and events” (T. S. Eliot, 324). Also, Eliot writes that Huck “passive and impassive observer” (T. S. Eliot, 223).  I would agree with T.S. Eliot’s characterization of Huck as “impassive observer”, but not with former characterization, because this characterization fits to Huck more, and explains his sound mind. To shed more light on may stand point I would quote Miles Donald, “…Huck has learned to survive by shutting out thoughts and feelings…” (Donald, xxii) The child’s bitter experience in the world of adults sharpens his mind and strengthens him from inside. He has learnt not to show any sign of his emotions externally, in another words he has learnt to accept what is happening around him impassively, locking all his excitements, emotions and thoughts happen in his mind, this helps him survive the dangers of being caught and more universally it saves him form becoming fraud. 

From the very moment Huck joins Jim his journey turns into a lively adventure. Huck is confronted to a dilemma; his mind is full of questions and contradictions to his own conscience. Huck is happy that he is not alone, and now he has a companion with the same aim to reach the freedom, but each character have different social positions. Huck takes the responsibility of protecting Jim from getting caught and does it in a very active way, which is not easy for a child in the adult world.  His conscience is in active struggle with the moral code of his society. The first example of this struggle is in chapter XVI when Huck encounters two men looking for run-away slaves: “I went off, and got aboard the raft, feeling bad and low, because I knowed very well I had done wrong… Then I thought for a minute, and says to myself, hold on,- s’pose you’d a done right and give Jim up; would you felt better than what you do now? No, says I, I’d feel bad – I’d feel just the same way I do now. ” (Twain, 128) the passive character would just leave the situation into the hands of adults. Huck thinks of revealing Jim as a runaway slave, feeling that he is betraying his whit society, the Widow and also the man who owns Jim’s children and who “has done no harm” to him. And even though, Huck’s inner understanding of Jim’s position does not let him stay passive and just follow the events. Because the two men, he meet in this chapter could get Jim away, if Huck hadn’t produce his masterly lies. The 13 - year old boy has learned the psychology of people. He faces the truth of the cruel society and learns from it, thus he does not expect help from around and just helps himself. So he masterly avoids the check on his raft. It is Huck’s own logic that did not let him to betray Jim, the logic he has earned through the active thinking not just following to what he has been taught and it is his, somehow, eternally active state of mind struggles false moral code of the society. 

Another point which could impose Huckleberry Finn as a “passive observer” is in the chapters XIX-XXX when the Duke and the King join them on the raft. Huck has his own reasons to stay silent and obey newcomers claim to be respectful to them. Again he felt the responsibility for his friend Jim, who was in a very fragile situation among the white adults who could immediately sell him out. From the time the two men got on the raft Huck already knew what kind of people they were. “It didn’t take me long to make up my mind that these liars warn’t  no kings nor dukes, at all, but just low-down humbugs and frauds. But  I never said nothing, never let on; kept it to myself; it’s the best way; then you don’t have no quarrels, and don’t get into no trouble…If I never learned nothing else out of pap, I learnt that the best way to get along with this kind of people is to let them their own way.” (Twain, 166) 
If Huck was a passive character, Mark Twain would not let him to think this way.  As a most wise adult Huck prefers to stay still and just observe the events and make his mind to come into the action as soon as he gets a chance for that. Also, Huck understands that he is just a child and it is impossible to defeat the experienced frauds but still when he feels the threat of peril which can be done to innocent people he takes the action. So he thought up a plan to save Mary Jane and her sisters from the deceit of the frauds. His courage is not of a child, and if he was passive he would stay and just observe the misfortune of Wilks’ family not taking any decisions and making any actions.  

Finding that the King has sold Jim to the farmer Huck totally makes his mind to get his friend free. He overcomes the dilemma which has been living in his mind through the novel, the dilemma of the social morality vs. Huck’s own moral code, which has been formed during his journey with Jim. He decides better to “go to the hell” then giving away his friend back to the slavery.  “As for the starter, I would go to work and steal Jim out of the slavery again; and if I could think up anything worse, I would do that, too; because as long as I was in, and in for good, I might as well go the whole hog.”  (Twain,272) I have quoted this passage to elicit my sate, one more time, and draw out the conclusion to my essay that a passive child, in the situations like that, would leave the events as they are happening, so Huck, be him just a “passive observer” he would never have thought of saving Jim, acknowledging that it can be dangerous for him.  A Passive character would just continue drifting following the current of Mississippi; he would not take care about the destiny of the rubbers whom he left on the wreck stilling their boat, as he understood that he could be responsible of their death even they are the robbers; he would not be able, in such a dexterous way, to catch up with the situation when he even did not know that aunt Sally took him for Tom, as soon as he found out “who he was” he took the role of Tom and did not give any hint for being noticed as an impostor. 
My conclusion is that Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a bildungsroman, and I refute that the cool wisdom of child protagonist is interpreted as passiveness. And  here, I would like to mention the “Notice” in the opening of the book “Persons attempting to find a motive in this narrative will be prosecuted; persons attempting to find a moral in it will be banished; persons attempting to find a plot in it will be shot.”  I think this witty joke, if I can say that, is purposed for the children, may be to preserve them from taking Huck’s character as an idol for their selves, as well as for critics, hence, author knew that this book as all other books will be under great discussion and debates, and I find here a hint to the philosophy of relativity, so my discussion in this paper has truth that Huck is not a passive character and this view point as related to my own understanding while others may relate the truth to theirs. 
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