“My uncle Silas”.

“My uncle Silas” is a comic story, based on two heroes, uncle Silas and his housekeeper or nanny, unfortunately we don’t know her name. After the first reading of the title of the story we can suppose that it’s only about some single person, later we’ll understand it’s about relations of two close to each other persons. They can be neighbors or good friends who have been together for ages.

Now a few words about them. As for uncle Silas, he is a man of 40 who never washed himself because as he says “It’s waste o’time”. That is all we know about these main heroes. But the author used a lot of stylistic devises which help readers to imagine the situation, their place of living and habits. 
The story is subdivided into short paragraphs with simple sentences and is also full of dialogs between Silas and his housekeeper that is why we such good see and understand their relation. By the way, they have unusual relation, I mean quarrels. But in spite of quarrels they love each other, maybe in soul, but they love each other. I’m sure, they can’t imagine their life without scandals, and it’s like a tradition. 
The story is full of frame constructions e.g. “ God a’ mighty…” at the beginning  and at the end of story. Also, a lot of unfinished sentences or aposiopesis (“never mattered to me since that day when…”, “you want me…”), similar (“ as bitter and stinging as ice”, “lathered thinly, like snow”, “ old, nanny – goat”, “like an ostrich”), repetition e.g. “You want to finish me? Who want to finish me! You want me…” in some variants and meanings. 
Uncle Silas an unusual dialect, speech in his phrases, like these “git us a glass o’wine” , “it’s waste o’time”, “I got summat else to do ’sides titivate myself wi’soap”, therefore we understand that he is from Ireland or maybe he lives in a little borough, far from civilization, where people speak in such way. 

There are two climaxes, in my opinion, 1st “git us a glass o’wine – said Silas” and finish the next sentence “you’ll have no wine …” and 2nd “ git a light and go down..”. Stylistic devises help us to imagine this situation more vividly and make it really colorful and alive. 
As for me, I like this story not only because it’s funny but also I sympathize with Silas. He is not only an old grumbler first of all he’s a person who lives alone without loving and friendly family. The author describes him as a quarrelsome grandpa but we don’t know what it is inside of him! His nanny loves Silas, that is why she visits and helps him to live.   
Written by Veselova Marina.
