National Character.
· Hello, Stacey!

· Hi, Helen! How’s things?

· Oh, I’m simply bursting with news! Just imagine – I’ve got the chance to spend two months  in London College of Communication studying photography!

· Poor dear…

· Er…What do u mean?

· No….it’s wonderful….u have such an….opportunity, but….look, Helen, u’re a sunny soul by nature, u’re very sociable and… and u’ll be studying there – in London…
· So what?

· So that there will be reserved, haughty Englishmen, studying with you! They are cool as..as…as cucumbers!

· Hahah… U’re overcoloring things. Not all of them are  so…cucumber-like, actually they are open-minded and trustworthy…and their sense of humor is thought to be the best in the world!
· Yeah, and this sense of humor is plainest to be seen by example of their queues! Two Englishmen standing on the bus-stop are ALREADY said to be a  queue!!!
· When in Rome do as the Romans do, u know… They love their privacy and the routine that has been carrying  down for centuries. But I once again want to stress the fact that this is nothing else but stereotype, developed to describe other people. Although they may be based on facts, they often unconsciously reflect our own cultural assumptions and they don’t take into consideration relevant cultural differences…
· Now I see the point…in fact, many people are tend to develop stereotypes. Almost every nation has a reputation of some kind. The French are supposed to be amorous, jolly, fond of champaign; the Germans – dull, formal, efficient, fond of military uniform and parades and the Americans – boastful, energetic, gregarious and very hospitable…
· …so hospitable that u get taken to parties at the houses of your friends and your friends’ friends; you are invited to theatres, dinners, sport meetings – from the first minute u are on “first name” terms with the people u meet.
· That’s it. And the American taxi-driver in a short ride won’t only tell u all about himself, his wife and family, but also will inquire where u have come from and how u like America.
· Nothing strange then that an American in England is thought to be a little inferior because of his behaviour and language…

· …while an Englishman in America is respected, everyone wants to talk to him. I think, Americans are more open, they, you know, they speak their minds, so if they don’t like something, they actually tell you directly. Not like the British, who might think one thing and say another. Their reticence sometimes borders on hypocrisy. 
· This is just the reverse side of their love to privacy and their philosophy of non-interference, I suppose.
· To the English their private lives are important, their holidays are important, their gardens are important, their animals are important – but not all Americans can admit that. For them their work is the most important thing in their lives. Their jobs come first, and in this very point they are much alike the Japanese.
· Yeah, and isn’t it peculiar that USA is a homeland for such a big corporations like Microsoft, General motors, while London is just an empire of world financial resorts.

· Ummmm…Well, and what about living in London? I remember reading somewhere that life is safer there, more relaxed, and much more enjoyable.

· Really, England doesn’t have the dramatic beauty of the States, but it is very pretty and charming in a way that I find comforting.

· Surely, it has nothing common with all that hustle’n’bustle of New-York or  any other big American city. But at the same time I think life’s a lot easier in the States. It’s easier to make money and it’s easier to spend them. Shops are open all the time, for example. And in England u’ve got to race to reach the supermarket by 5.30.
·  Yeah , the life in the Stases IS easier, but in London life as busy and fast-moving  as in New-York. The only thing is that Englishmen try not to forget their traditions.  Overall, trends in lifestyles have moved and still move across the Atlantic from west to east. 
