                                                            Exam Dialogue 4

U: Excuse me, may I come in? 

Z: Sure. Come in, please. 
U: Thank you. I made an appointment for 3 pm today. I’ve got some problems with my health
Z: It’s a pity to here that. Sit down, please. Make yourself comfortable. You look seedy.
U: In fact, I feel seedy. I don’t know why. It seems to me I have a strange illness. Firstly, I’ve got these red blotches all over my skin. Secondly, I can’t bend my knees or my elbows. Moreover, it hurts when I breathe and my voice is disappearing. And to make matters still worse, something’s wrong with my stomach. I feel like an old tea-bag.
Z: I’m sure things aren’t as bad as that. Let me examine you first. Open your mouth and show me your tongue. OK…. Now, breathe in deeply through the nose. Strip to the waist and let me sound your lungs. How long have you been feeling under the weather?
U: Four days or so… At first I thought it were just the usual aches and pains. But then I felt feverish and dizzy. I couldn’t sleep a couple of nights, because I had a terrible nausea.
Z: You are trembling all over. Besides, your nose is bunged up, your voice is hoarse and your face flushed. You must have a cold. 

U: But doctor, I don’t sneeze. Moreover, I don’t have a sore throat. It must be something else, but I can’t make out what it is. That’s why I’m here.
Z: Come down. You say you’ve got red spots.

U: Yes, here and there. All over my skin. 
Z: Is there any cough?

U: Well, a cough is present, but actually it’s dry and unproductive. 

Z: Do you have any temperature?
U: I don’t know. I didn’t take it up. 

Z: Well, it’s high time to do it. Here’s the thermometer.  Put it in the armpit.

Oh, thirty eight point nine. Do you have a headache?

U: Yes, I’ve been having a pounding headache since morning.

Z: I can see a clear image of your illness now. You have chickenpox. I’m sure in it!

U: Chickenpox?! But I had it when  I was a three year old child. Is it possible to have it twice a lifetime? Moreover, I’ve been inoculated last year.
Z: Hm… What a complicated case! OK. Is there a carpeting in your place?

U: Is it important?! 

Z: Could you just answer my questions, please?!

U: Yes, I have carpets in my bedroom and living room.

Z: Do you live in a tower block or in a detached house?
U: I live in a detached one. 

Z: Do you have any garden? 

U: Of course. Gardening is my hobby.
Z: I see… I suppose you have a hay fever. It’s my final diagnosis.
U: What is a hay fever?

Z: It’s an infection that commonly starts as an upper respiratory infection with symptoms of runny nose, fever and dry cough. Eventually a rash erupts, first on the face or trunk finally spreading to the limbs. The rash starts as red spots that later turn to blistery bumps.
U: What shall I do with the rash?

Z: It will eventually crust over, scab, and only rarely cause scarring. 

U: Will the process take long? 

Z: The process may take one or two weeks. You may feel weak and dizzy, but soon you’ll get over it. Let me give you a prescription. 
Here you are. It’s a brand new medicine. You should take one capsule a day before meals.

And don’t exceed recommended dosage. It may cause drowsiness. Alcohol may increase the drowsiness effect. And do keep this medicine out of reach of children. I can promises you full recovery within two or three weeks.
U: Thank you very much, doctor.

But what about my stomach?

Z: Your stomach? 

U: Yes, I’ve been having a stomach ache for a week or so… But after I take some soothing pills, 

the pain subsides.
Z: Is it the first time you’ve had stomach trouble?

U: I have occasional attacks of indigestion if I eat anything my stomach doesn’t  agree with, but that’s a rare case. A couple of years ago I thought my stomach could digest nails.

My mother is worried. She says I should have consulted a doctor long ago.

Z: Now let’s see if your mother is right.

Do you feel pain here?... And here?... Does it hurt now?
U: Yes, a little. This is just the place where it usually hurts.

Z: Well, I think it’s appendicitis. We’ll have some tests made, and if my diagnosis is confirmed, I would recommend an operation 

U: Do you think it’s urgent? I’m to go away on business tomorrow morning.

Z: You can’t go away in this condition. The operation itself isn’t very serious, but I strongly advise you to have it done at once. The sooner the better. You may have complications later.

U: But you said you only thought it was appendicitis. You aren’t one hundred per cent sure, 

are you? 

Z: I’m nearly sure it is. I wouldn’t insist if I thought you had just eaten something that dis agrees with you.
U: Well, that sounds convincing enough, but what should I do with my business trip?

Z: Oh, this, I’m afraid is something doctors aren’t supposed to deal with. Put it off or ask somebody else to go instead of you. That’s the only advice I can give.

U: All right then. Where am I to go for the tests? 

Z: This way, please.

