                                             Exam  dialogue  2

                                           “Choosing a career”

Z:   9750709. Professional and psychological testing centre. Hallo?

U: Oh, hallo. May I have a phone consultation with one of psychologists?

Z:  I’m afraid we don’t support such a kind of service. But actually you can come to our centre

and consult here.

U:  All right. I wanna make an appointment for today at 5 p.m. Is that OK?

Z:  That’s fine. I’ll be waiting for you. Good-bye.

U:  Bye!

Knock-knock…

Z:  Come in, please. What can I do for you?

U:  My name is Jane Watson. I’ve booked  an appointment for 5 p.m. today…

Z:  Ah…. I see. How do you do Miss Watson! Nice to meet you!

U:  How do you do Mr…. Er… Mr. Fennel. It’s nice too meet you too.

Z:  Sit down, please. Make yourself comfortable. So… What have brought you here?

U:  You see… It is time to decide which faculty to choose, but I haven’t made up my mind yet… I just think that I won’t be able to choose one without outer help.

Z:  I see… Your problem is rather common, I must say. You see, many students finish high school and begin college without a clear idea of what they want to do in life.

U:  But I haven’t the slightest idea which career to choose. With almost 700 different occupations it’s difficult to do it really… Some of them are already overcrowded. 

In old industries, for example, there may be little need for new workers.

Z:  I agree with you, but I think the problem is that you can’t make the best use of your own special talents. Those who know themselves often find the best jobs.

U:  You see, I don’t wanna take any rush steps. I just wanna find the right career and be happy and successful. I’ve tried many different kinds of work, but I didn’t like any of them.

Z:  Oh, try to evaluate yourself. Be sure you know all your interests and talents. But actually not everyone takes the trouble. That’s why they make costly mistakes. For example, some people simply follow in the footsteps of their parents or relatives.

U:  I know a lot of people like that. One young man from my school became a doctor because that was his father’s profession. Yet he couldn’t stand the sight o blood. One day he had to amputate a leg, and, after making the first cut, fainted in the operating room!

And my cousin became an accountant although she hated maths. Her granddad encouraged her by promising a job in his company. It took her several years, and several disasters with the company books before she realized her mistake.

Z:  But I think that the worst thing is to postpone a decision. You just refuse to face the problem, hoping it’ll go away. 

U:  OK, but how to find a career? You see, some people show their talents at a very early age, but as for me, I’m not so talented. Well, of course I have several skills, but they are not so obvious. How can I detect my talents?

Z:  First, start with yourself. Make a list of inventory of your interests, talents and abilities. By concentrating on a few, or on one, you may surprise yourself by how well you can do it.

Now, let me give you a test, which will help you to realize what occupation suits you more.

Here you are.

U:  Test your sexuality???

Z:  Oh, pardon me… Here it is.

U:  OK, I’m through.

Z:  Let’s see… You’re highly likely to become a… teacher.

U:  A teacher? I’ve never thought of it actually… A lot of my friends consider teaching as a career. And that’s not surprising, because after our parents our teacher may be the most important person in our life. 

Z:  Do you remember your favorite teacher?

U:  Sure! It was my biology teacher. When she came into the classroom a real performance began. She took us to another world full of mysteries and magic. She never shouted as she thought it was wrong to shout students down. She didn’t try to keep us quiet. She just tried to interest us and she really succeeded. She was like an …. actor…
Z:  Exactly! To be a good teacher you definitely need some of the particular gifts of a good actor: you must be able to hold the attention of your students; you must be a clear, distinct speaker with a strong, pleasant voice.

U:  Undoubtedly it’s important, but I think that a good teacher mustn’t be motionless before his class. He stands the whole time he’s teaching. He walks about using his arms, hands, fingers to help him in his explanations and his face to express feelings.
Z:  Yeah, but anyway, the fact that a good teacher has some of the qualities of a good actor doesn’t mean that he’ll indeed be able to act well on the stage. There are clear differences between the teacher’s work and that of the actor.

U:  What kind of differences?

Z:  Well, the actor has to repeat the same words and movements each time he plays a certain part. A good teacher can’t learn his part by heart, but he must invent it as he goes along.
U: I see… OK…. I must think everything over. I’ll come later, OK?
Z: Sure, feel free to come whenever you want.

U: Buy!

Z: Good-bye.
