                                                     English Cooking
· You interview a famous British cook!

· Hello! I know that it’s a great honor to be chosen the best cook of the year, so I’ll try to embody all you expectations, as everyone in London will be able to taste a little bit of English cooking on the 25 of December at my restaurant!!!

· Ask about the menu

· Well, some will probably say that the food I’m going to cook is unimaginative or unambitious, actually I’m going to prepare only traditional English meals.

· Say what you have heard about French idea of English meals

· That’s what I’m talking about! But anyway the French are easily shocked by things that aren’t French. Why drown spring lamb in wine or cream or yoghurt and species when just with 2 or 3 herbs it is absolutely delicious!!!
· Nothing can be compared with fresh peas or new potatoes just boiled….

· That just confirms my theory that our basic ingredients, when fresh, are so full of flavor, that we don’t have to invent sauces and complex recipes to disguise their natural taste! 

· Recently you’ve heard that geography and climate play an important part in the creation of a country’s food.

· Well, yes, of course the influence of these factors is immense!
· But how?

· For example, we complain about our wet and changeable weather but it is the rain that gives us our rich soil and green grass. You see, poor soil means more searching for food, more discovery, more invention!

· Yeah, and our ancestors sat down to plenty without having to take trouble!

· My another question is: do you think there are any reasons that we haven’t  exported our dishes? Well, we have a surprising number from all over the world. In most ….( page42 last passage)

· As I see it our English coking can be found only in 2 places! The first one is an English home, where it is possible to time the dishes to perfection and the other one is a top restaurant where you’ll be delighted to try the superb English cuisine, but you also must be rich enough not to worry about the bill, as there you pay not just for food, but for the name, the bands and the show!
· So the menu is going to be traditionally English? Right? So what will it consist of? Fish and chips, English popular specialty, fit for the king, perhaps?

· Well, you know, fish and chips can be appreciated by those with specially trained palate! It can be made at home but I’m sure that the best are sold in fish and chips shops so I don’t want to prevent their selling the dish!!! 

· So what are you going to pamper your regulars with?

· Steak-and-kidney pie, spotted dick, roly-poly pudding, custard, shepherd’s pie, bangers and mash and apple pie, of course, which is a favorite sweet in England, an excellent ending to a meal, especially in winter!

· And  what about English tea?

· What do you mean when you say English tea?

· Well, tea with a few drops of cold milk in it and no sugar at all.

· The problem is that originally it was quite a good drink, but a group of most eminent English scientists put their hands together to find the way of spoiling it and their labor bore fruit!

· You Tell me about occasions when you must not refuse drinking tea……
· I found a way out as I drink innumerable cups of coffee! And have the most unorthodox and exotic teas even at tea time! But never the less, the guests of my festival will be able to try English tea, Russian tea,   tea with rum and sugar.
· I see, well you are a cook at a restaurant but what do you think about an English pub? Why do you think it is still so popular with people in our countries, well in earlier times….

· An English pub is an excellent place to entertain your friend to relax and more over it is a place that is easy to leave without all the formalities of a home visit.
· And it’s surprising many pubs in the middle of London have delightful gardens…

· Exactly, and the pub garden is one of the ways that an Englishman can happily take children to it! And while they are busy tucking into their food I can sip that much needed pint of beer!

· The party you’re going to give seems to be enormous and what it’ll be a breakfast, lunch, tea or supper?

· Well,  as dinner is the most substantial meal of the day, so it’s gonna be dinner or supper, or high tea, as all these names referring to the one subject depend on their size and the social standing of those eating it.

· Thanks for agreeing to answer our questions. I’m sure our readers will look forward to visit your party and to taste smth traditionally English

· Not at all! And everyone is welcome!!!! 
