Exam Dialogue №1
Holiday Making in Great Britain

Gv: Excuse me, is this seat free? May I sit down here?

Ul: Sure. Sit down, please.

Gv: So, is this your first visit to England?

Ul: Yes! It’s my first time here. 

Gv: Where have you already been in England?

Ul: I went to London a couple of weeks ago. And there I saw an advertisement about Youth Hostel Association and decided to joint it immediately.

Gv: Wow!!! That’s great. And I’ve been a  member of YHA for 2 years.

Ul: Do you like traveling  with YHA? 

Gv: Like isn’t the right word. I love it here! You know, it’s really great that there is the organization which aims at encouraging young people to spend their holidays exploring the countryside. I believe that it is much better than staying at home or lying in the sun without any activity. Moreover, if one belongs to YHA the prices for staying a night at a hostel are very cheap.
Ul: Oh, I see. When I was came to the office of YHA they told me that the only thing I have to do about the money is to pay the annual subscription to the Association. Thus, little money will be enough to eat and sleep at any hostel.
Gv: Right you are! Do you know why the prices are low? Because all the members are expected to look after themselves and there is nobody to wait upon them. But the most surprising thing is that all sorts of houses have been changed in Youth hostels: farm-houses, cottages and even castles! 
Ul: Great! I’ve been dreaming since my childhood to spend a night in a castle. But look, I can see only young people here. Are there any opportunities for children to spend their holidays? I mean summer camps, tours, campings? In my country one can find a lot of camps, both free and chargeable. But usually parents have to come up with ideas about spending hlidays. Are British parents supposed to organize their kids’ rest? 
Gv: Traditionally yes. Seaside holidays are extremely popular, because it is the sea that dominates the holiday programme in Britain. You know, it is the easiest way of keeping the children happy, besides many people became used to it. And it doesn’t involve any kind of difficulties, as there is no place in the island more than seventy miles from the coast and anyone can easily get to a seaside resort in a day’s travel. As for me I try to avoid seaside holidays, because I’m not willing to seat on a crowded beach.

Ul: I dislike seaside too. It is always either too hot there or the weather is bad, besides there is nothing to do except sunbathing. I believe that seaside holidays in England are much more interesting. I’ve heard about piers – long platforms which stretch out into the sea. They say that one can find restaurants, small shops, theatres or concert halls there. Am I right?
Gv: Surely. By the way, a pier is a good place when it is too cold to seat on the beach.
Ul: Super! And where do people usually stay? Are there hotels or boarding-houses? In my country boarding-houses are very popular, there are streets of them having a card advertising “apartments” or “bread and breakfast” in their windows. 

Gv: Same in Britain. Only few Englishmen rent a house or a flat, boarding-houses is a traditional way of spending a holiday. Some boarding-house keepers provide all meals for their guests, others provide breakfast only. 
Ul: well, have you been to a holiday camp? My English friend told me that they are really holiday towns, consisting of small comfortable chalets. It should have an enormous appeal to many parents, as special stuff looks after children, and games of an energetic kind are organized. It could be really great, because the camps are usually outside established towns and aim at providing most of the things the people want on holiday. 
Gv: Yes, once I went camping when I was small, but, unfortunately I don’t remember much of that. 

Ul: So where did you spend your holidays in childhood then?

Gv: My family used to live in a caravan site. Caravans have become exceedingly popular in the last ten years. A caravan, or a trailer, is a kind of a house which is pulled behind a car. When I was thirteen we went to Barcelona, and it was my first time abroad.

Ul: Was it a kind of a package holiday? Are package holidays popular in your country?

Gv: What’s the package holiday look like?

Ul: It’s a cheap form of group travel. You pay a travel agent a sum of money and he arranges a flight, hotel, food and entertainment. All you need is pocket money when you get to a foreign country.

Gv: I see. Yes, it was something like that. This kind of a holiday is very popular with British people, because there’s nothing to worry about. It’s true, many English people have decided that it is not worth spending money on a holiday in Britain as the weather is so unreliable. So they prefer to spend their money on holidays in southern Europe: Catalonia, Cote d’Azur, Sicilia…
Ul: What about Greece? *hahahaha*

Gv: Dunno. Why are you asking me about it? Why are you laughing?

Ul: Have you ever heard about “fur tours?”

Gv: No. What’s that?

Ul: It’s a cheap – about 50$ - trip to Greece, so once my friend tried one. It seemed to be great to visit the country for so little money. But when she was going to leave, it turned out that she had to buy four fur-coats, because she was having a holiday for the money of the dressmaking and tailoring establishment! The furs were very expensive, but she had nothing to do but buy them.
Gv: What a funny instructive story! One has to know that only cheese in the mousetrap is free of charge! 

Ul: But you know, poor people want to have the proper rest, too. That’s why they are so easily caught on such tours. It is right if there is a special kind of trips for poor.

Gv: Oh, there’s one! I mean picking hops in Kent. Each September thousands of poor families leave flats and swarm to Kentish hop fields. They bring their own crockery, tables and chairs and set up a home in corrugated iron huts provided by the proprietors of the hop fields. Of course, nowadays machines pick more than half the hops, but yet people come. 
Ul: Have they ever tried some other kind of holiday?

Gv: Only some of them. Look, we’ve arrived at last.

Ul: Great! Now let’s take our things, get out and continue our conversation outside.

Gv: OK=)
