Exam Dialogue № 6    Sightseeing around London
U: Excuse me, could you help me, please? 

G: Sure. What's your problem?
U: You see, I'm looking for the famous museum, Madame Tussaud's. Could you tell me where is it situated? I wanted to get there and then had some time to visit the Tower.
G: Madame Tussaud's? I went there a couple of days ago. I'm on holiday here, you know... But I've already visited several places of interest. So... To get to Madame Tussaud's you should take bus № 24. It's a very comfortable double-decker. It will deliver you right to the place.
U: Oh, you see, I’m really obsessed with the idea of going there. I really like its history. I’ve read a lot about it. Do you know that Marie Tussaud was born in Strasbourg, France? She created her first wax figure in 1777. Other famous people she modeled at that time include Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Benjamin Franklin. Madame Tussaud's wax museum has now grown to become a major tourist attraction in London. It has expanded with branches in Europe, Asia and America. Today's wax figures at Tussaud’s include historical and royal figures, film stars, sports stars and famous murderers. Whose figures did you like most?

Z: Oh! I liked lots of them. But I was greatly impressed by the figures of the Royal Family. TI will never forget this fabulous feeling when touching the Queen Elizabeth’s hand! I also liked the Sport hall there, where there are a lot of figures of famous sportsmen. In the tennis corner I saw many tennis Gods like Pitt Sampras, Martina Navratilova, Chris Avert, Billy-Jean King and even our Russian Young star Maria Sharapova. 

U: Oh. I wish I were there now! And what about museums? I went to the Victoria and Albert museum yesterday and I found it quite interesting. There’s a magnificent collection of fine and applied arts there, which also includes a wide-ranging display of ceramics, metalwork and a selection of Constable’s masterpieces which are well worth seeing. And what about you? Have you already visited any museums?

Z: Well, yes… I visited the Science Museum a couple of days ago. The exhibits there display the discovery and the development of such inventions as the stream engine, photography, glass-making, printing and atomic physics. There is also a special gallery there where children can experiment with working models. But frankly speaking I didn’t like staying there, because many exhibits were closed and the staff of the museum was rude and completely useless. And to add insult to injury, one old tea-bag whose face was similar to jellyfish’s one stole my purse. Fortunately, there were only 100$ there. Because of her I forgot about an important appointment. I was to meet my friends at Trafalgar Square…

U: Oh!!! Trafalgar Square! I went  there two days ago. It is certainly the place worth seeing! I know a lot about it!

It was named so in memory of the victory in the battle of Trafalgar, where in 1805 the English fleet under Nelson’s command defeated the combined fleet of France and Spain. In the middle of Trafalgar Square stands Nelson’s monument - a tall column with the figure of Nelson at its top.  The 44.2-metre-high column is made of granite and the statue was raised on the top of it in November 1843. The four panels on the pedestal show the Battle of St Vincent, the Battle of the Nile, the Bombardment of Copenhagen and the death of Nelson. They were made from the guns captured at these battles and at Trafalgar. The fountains were completed in 1845. The lions round the base of the column were included in the original designs but were not placed in position until 1867. They are exactly the same, cast from the same model in bronze.

Z: Hm… You seem to know a lot about it.

U: Well… Not so much… Anyway, after visiting the Trafalgar Square I wanted to go for a walk in a park, but I wasn’t able to find any…

Z: Oh, the Hyde Park is near here, by the way…It’s the largest park in London. Let me tell you a few words about it! In summer the Serpentine canal, which flows through the park, is always full of swimmers, rowers and sunbathers. Just south of the Serpentine is Rotten Row, a fashionable spot for horse-riding, and in one corner, near Marble Arch is the Speakers’ Corner.

U: The Speakers’ Corner? What’s that?

Z: It’s the place where you can go up on a platform and speak freely on the topic that you find vital. 

U: And I have heard a lot about Kensington Gardens. There’s a statue of Peter Pan there as far as I know.
Z: You’re absolutely right. The parks are situated to the northwest of Trafalgar Square. I wonder how did you take no notice of them? 
U: Oh, I see. I believe I just took a wrong direction. The thing is that I went southeast and found myself on the Thames embankment. But I do not regret it though. The city owes a lot to the river. If there was no Thames, there would be no London. The city grew up along it, that’s why most of central London is on the north bank of the river, where in the past a port was.

G: Right you are. I imagine how impressed you were to see this river.

U: Oh of course. Now I want to take a boat tour to have the glimpse of the city from the Thames.

G: I can say it is worth doing. I took it yesterday. It is true, the panoramic view from the river is quite impressing. One can see the whole City, which is the financial centre of London. The thing that struck me most of all was the view of St. Paul’s Cathedral, I realized, how typically “English” it was.

U: Oh, St. Paul’s! I’ve read that though the Royal Family holds most of their important marriages, christenings and funerals at Westminster Abbey, but St Paul's was used for the marriage of Charles, Prince of Wales and Lady Diana Spencer. The religious service for Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee was also celebrated there.
G: Right you are. I can say that it was built by Sir Christopher Wren in 1708. Its impressive dome was inspired by St Peter's Basilica in Rome. It rises 108 meters to the cross at its summit, making it a famous London landmark. Because of its prominent form on the skyline, a view that is protected from many vantage points, St Paul's is often used in movies as part of an establishing shot to place the viewers in London. And what surprised you most?

U: I was lost of words while walking around London. I could see a lot of famous places, such as Downing Street, Fleet Street, Threadneedle Street and so on. When I saw 10 Downing Street, which is the residence and office of the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and the headquarters of Her Majesty's Government, I thought I was in a dream.

G: I know that Fleet street was traditionally the home of the British press, up until the 1980s. The offices of the Guardian, the Daily Telegraph, the Daily Mail, the Daily Express, the Daily Mirror, the Times the Financial Times have in recent years been removed from there, but the street's name continues to be used as a metonym for the British national press. 

U: I was also impressed by Buckingham Palace, which is the Queen’s residence. Once, walking along the Mall, the street, that links the palace and Trafalgar square, I saw the Queen herself! She was greeting the guards at the palace’s gates. She looked so…royal, you see, though she was wearing a simple strict dress. I’ve always thought that she is one of the richest people in the world, but there were no Crown Jewels on her!

G: Lucky you are! I also would like to see the Queen. As for the Crown Jewels, she is wearing them only on special occasions. They are kept in the Tower for the most of time.  

U: The Tower! It had been thought that there have been at least six ravens in residence at the Tower for centuries, as there is the legend that Britain will fall if the ravens leave the Tower. What an unpleasant one! If you visited the Tower, you could have seen ravens there.

G: And I did. I found out a lot of information about it! The Tower of London was founded in 1078 when William the Conqueror ordered the White Tower to be built inside the SE angle of the City walls, adjacent to the Thames. In the 12th century, King Richard the Lionheart enclosed the White Tower with a curtain wall and had a moat dug around it filled with water from the Thames. The fortification was completed between 1275 and 1285 by Edward I.

U: How interesting! The only thing I know except that about ravens is that The Tower had been a fortress, a royal residence, a prison, and, as the Crown Jewels are kept there, now it is a royal jewelry! 

G: Look! It’s the number 24 bus. You’d better hurry up if you want to have some time to visit The Tower after Madame Tussaud’s.

U: Thank you thanks very much! See you some time somewhere! (leaving)

G: No, not once again!!

