	1.the Composition of the Br. Isles.

 The UK is is situated on the Br Isles – a large group of islands lying off the north-western coast of Europe and separated from the continent by the English Channel And the Strait of Dover in the south and the North Sea in the east. It consists of 2 large islands: Great Britain and the Isle of Ireland and about 5000 small islands(+The Isle of Wight – to the south of the mainland, closer to England. The biggest prison of the BI. The Isle of Man – half-indep, self-governing, the crown dependancy. Can’t have own money, but issue stamps. Have own houses of Parliament – Toynwald. Manxs – their own language – 200 people speak it. Tourism. Famous by the tailess cats that jump. The biggest ballroom in the world is situated there, also ther’s the oldest horsetram.  The Channel Islands – (Нормандские) between France&Eng, self-governed. Consist of: Alderney (famous for dairy products, Sark – famouse for low taxes, Jersey (produce cardigans).The Isles of Scilly near Wales, resorts are there, The Isle of Anglesey. To the north- west- the Hebrides(  inner and outer- closer to the continent) to the north- the Okneys (there\s an oil terminal) and the Shetlands – nobody lives there, extreme east. . The total area of the Br. Isles is 244 sq km.. The population is 56 mln people. The British Isles are washed by: the Atlantic Ocean in the west and in the north, the north sea in the east and the english channel in the south. There are two major islands: GB- including England, Scotland and Wales . Ireland- including Northern Ireland, The republic of Ireland. 

The Isles were a part of the mainland: 1) The coastline fits those of the continent 2) The wildlife is practically the same as in the continent. Before the end of the last ice age, Great Britain was a peninsula of Europe; the rising sea levels caused by glacial melting at the end of the ice age caused the formation of the English Channel, the body of water which now separates Great Britain from continental Europe at a minimum distance of 21 miles (34 km)
The climate of Great Britain is milder than that of other regions of the Northern Hemisphere at the same latitude, because the warm waters of the Gulf Stream pass by the British Isles and exert a moderating influence on the weather. Cool, but not cold, temperatures, clouds more often than sun

2. the relief of GB.

Britain is unpredictable in climate and varied in scenery. The most precise distinction is geological .  GB`s physical relief can be divided into 2 main regions: Highland Br (almost the whole of Scotl., the Lake District, the Pennines (the backbone of E), the Cumbrian mount-s; almost the whole of Wales; the southwest peninsula: Devon and Carnwall) and Lowland Br.(most of Engl; central lowlands of Scotland; some areas in south Wales)The rocks of most of the north and west of Gb are harder and older than those of the south and east. South and East are rarely flat, but there are bands of hills, with areas of lowlands. Here the climate is drier and better suited to farming. Ben Nevis (1.343)- highest peak of the British Isles.

The Cheviot Hills – natural border between E&S/ 

the island is marked by low, rolling countryside in the east and south, while hills and mountains predominate in the western and northern regions

Cambrian mountains – Snowdon (Sc) 

Rivers – The Thames – 346 km , The Severn 352 km The Clige (Glasgow), the Mercey (flows to Manchester), the Dee (Aberdeen), The Tyne – New Castle, The Furth – Edingburg, The Tay (Bendee)

Lakes: Lock Ney – the deepest, Lock Lomond – the largest, Lock Ness – the longest

Flora&Fauna – 6% of forests – oak, hazel, chestnut, beech, ash

Natural resources – coal, natural gas, chalk, ore 

	3.Isles and Islands.

 Isle-used in the name of groups of islands, used with personal names. The British Isles comprise about 5000 Islands. The largest islands of the British Isles are GB and Ireland(Northern Ireland, The republic of Ireland), they are separated by the Irish Sea, St Georges`s Channel and the North Channel. There are groups of islands: The Isle of Wight(pleasant climate, seaside resort to the south of the mainland, closer to England. The biggest prison of the BI ), the Isle of Man(own parliam.Lord of Man-head of the state, laws and legal system,self-governing island. Can’t have own money, but issue stamps. Have own houses of Parliament – Toynwald. Manxs – their own language – 200 people speak it. Tourism. Famous by the tailess cats that jump. The biggest ballroom in the world is situated there, also ther’s the oldest horsetram), The Channel  (Норманд) between France&Eng, self-governed. Consist of: Alderney (famous for dairy products, Sark – famouse for low taxes, Jersey (produce cardigans). The Isles of Scilly near Wales(140 – 5 of them are inhabited)(part of the county of Cornwall, warmest isl. ), The Isle of Anglesey(the station with the longest name is located here). To the north- west- the Hebrides(  inner(the largest og the Inner H separated from the mainland by a narrow channel - Sky)  and outer, separated by the Sea of H. and the Minch) to the north- the Okneys(farmland isles, base of sea oil industry) and the Shetlands (in extreme east hilly,treeless,15are inhabited North Oil Industry, `shelties`платки). Total area of the Br. Isles is 94250 sq miles.

4. The geographical portrait of England and Wales.

Of the four countries which make up the uk, england is the largest. It occupies an area of  131`8 thousand sq km. Its inhabitants account for more than 83% of the total population of the United Kingdom. England borders on scotland in the north. In the west it is washed by the bristol channel and the irish sea and borders on wales. In the south it is separated from the continent by the english channel. 

England comprises the central and southern two-thirds of the island of Great Britain, plus offshore islands of which the largest is the Isle of Wight. It is closer to continental Europe than any other part of Britain, divided from France only by a 38 km. 

England can be divided into northern england, mostly taken up by the low pennines, the central plain, lowland south coast england and hilly south west england.

The principal highland region, the Pennine Chain, forms the backbone of northern England(from the Cheviot Hills in the south to the Peak District.). A large area occupied by the Pennine Chain comprises the Lake District with the Cumbrian mountains and Scafell Pike. The Chiltern Hills. The North and South Downs (law chalk hills in southern Engl.), Exmoor and Dartmoor(high moorlands on Carnwall Peninsular), the Fens (an area of drained marshland lying below sea level), Salisbury Plain(Stonehenge).The cheviot hills separate E&S.

Wales (a principality) is approximately 242 km from north to south. About two third of the total population live in the south wales, coastal area where 3 biggest cities are located ; swansea, cardiff and newport. Wales is a peninsula washed by the sea on three sides: the bristol channel in the south, the st. George’s channel in the west and the irish sea in the north. It borders on E in the east. Geographically wales may be considered part of highland Britain. It`s mostly mountainous as the cambrian mountains occupy most of the land. Other major highland areas are the Brecon Beacons and the area known as Snowdonia, wuth the 2nd highest peak on GB – Snowdon. It is an area of high mountains, deep valleys, waterfalls and lakes. Wales is a region of heavy rainfall brought by the prevailing west winds from the atlantic. 

Wales – 8 counties, a principality

Origin of the name E – Romans. Consits of counties&shires (old for county) -45-46.
cardiff
	5.The geographical portrait of Scotland.

Scotland is the most northern of the countries that constitute the uk. It occupies an area of 78.8 thousand sq km. It is washed by the atlantic ocean in the north and west and by the north sea in the east. Apart from the mainland, Scotland consists of over 790 islands, divided into 3 main groups: Hebridies, Shetland, Orkney

The coastline of scotland is greatly indented. Geographically the territory of sc. Can be divided into 3 regions: -the northern highlands(are divided by the Great Glen-a rift valley&contains Loch Ness)+The North-Western Highlands, + The Grampians(the central h-s, Ben Nevis 1.343); -the central lowlands(densly populated, `fertile lands) ;- the southern uplands(the Cheviot Hills adjoin Sc with Engl., sparsely populated). 

The climate of Scotland is temperate and oceanic, and tends to be very changeable. It is warmed by the Gulf Stream from the Atlantic, and as such has much milder winters (but cooler, wetter summers) than areas on similar latitudes, for example Oslo or Moscow. However, temperatures are generally lower than in the rest of the UK
6. the geographical portrait of Northern Ireland.

Northern ireland occupies the north-eastern part of ireland, which is separated from the island of great britain by the north channel. In the south-west northern ireland borders on the irish republic (Eire). It covers 14,139 km² in the northeast of the island of Ireland, about a sixth of the total area of the island. t consists of six counties situated within the province of Ulster. 

The centrepiece of Northern Ireland's geography is Lough Neagh, the largest freshwater lake both on the island of Ireland and in the British Isles, and the third largest lake in Western Europe. Central fertile plain rising gradually to higher land on all sides. There are substantial uplands in the Sperrin Mountains (an extension of the Caledonian fold mountains)

Almost all the area of northern ireland is a plain of volcanic origin.The greatly indented coastline of northern ireland is abundant in rocks and cliffs.

Northern ireland has a typical oceanic climate with mild damp winters( january- +4+5) and cool rainy summers( july +14+15) forests are rather scarce, moors and meadows prevail. Northern ireland is mostly an agrarian region. The weather is unpredictable at all times of the year, and although the seasons are distinct

Ireland – 6 counties

Belfast



	7. The national identity of the English.

England is the largest and the most populous constituent country of the UK. Its inhabitants account for more than 83% of the total population of the UK. The English are descendants of 2 nations: the Celts, the Anglo-Saxons. Different races due to immigrations.London is the largest city in the british isles. National symbols: The national animal-unicorn, lion. The "Three Lions" is the unofficial crest of England and was first used by Richard I National tree- oak. Flower-a double rose(red petals) (tudor rose). `The Union Jack – a term for the flag(Jack a coloq. Name for a sailor).Design: 3 crosses – upright red (St George), white diagonal (St.Andrews-scotl.), red diag(St Patrick of Ireland) `England’s national day is st.george’s day (according to legend st.George saved princess from the dragon. He’s also the patron of Moscow, Greece, Georgia) - he is a patron saint. English identity is often found around its sports( football , rugby, and cricket). The two main traditional symbols of england are the st. George’s cross ( the english flag), and the three lions and an icon of the crown of st. Edward is used on all government and official coat of arms of nearly every public institution and service. 

Stereotype of an Englishman: John Bull accompanied by a bulldog. He is a fat country gentleman, wearing a tallhat (цилиндр) and a waistcoat, high boots. Has a red face. The bulldog symbolizes the English nation in general – brave, loyal, stubborn, courageous, determined. Br soldiers sometimes referred to as bulldogs. The E have the stiff upper lip – have no sentiments about life. Typical E names: Fisher, backer, thetcher, smith, Williamson , John, Mary. 

Although England is a country rich in folklore and traditions, it has no definitive national costume. The most well-known folk costumes are those of the Morris dancers. They can be seen in many country villages during the summer months performing dances that once held ritualistic and magical meanings associated with the awakening of the earth. 

Origin of the name E – Romans. Consits of counties&shires (old for county) -45-46.
England - white

8 National Identity of the Scottish
Scotland was an independent state till 1707 when it became a part of the Kingdom of GB.

Capital –Edinburgh, the largest city – Glasgow. Population -5 mln pl.

Languages: English and Scottish Gaelic.

As a result of the Scotland Act 1998   there was created Scottish Parliament which had powers to make primary legislation in certain areas of policy, in addition to some limited tax varying powers.

S has preserved its own traditions and symbols:

- The Flag of Scotland, the Saltire or St. Andrew's Cross, dates from the 9th century, forms part of the design of the Union Flag. (a white diagonal gross against blue background)

- The unicorn is a heraldic symbol of Scotland. plant:thistle. Legend has it that a Viking attacker stepped on one at night and cried out, so alerting the defenders of a Scottish castle

- William Wallace, a national hero and a leader in the Scottish Wars of Independence (the end of the 13 c –the beg. of the 14th cent)

- Tartan and kilt - Perhaps the most famous national dress in Britain. The kilt is worn around the waist, with the pleats at the back and the ends crossed over at the front and secured with a pin. The word ‘tartan’ originates from a French word. The Gaelic for the material is ‘breacan’. Traditionally ladies don't wear kilts, they do however wear dresses or pleated skirts in a tartan material Each Scottish clan or family now has its own distinctive tartan pattern, made up of different colours. An official register of tartans is maintained by Tartans of Scotland.

There’s no official anthem of S. The unofficial: ‘Scotland the brave’& ‘Flower of S’

- Bagpipe –national music instrument

- St Andrew's Day, the 30th of November, is the national day.

- St Andrew is the patron saint of the country (apostle, martyr, died on the cross, patron of fishermen and sailors) 

Typical names – Morgan, Fiona, Duncan. Hollyroot house – official residence of the Q. 

Highland games – Scottish Olympics. Fling Dance. 

S- blue
	9. National Identity of the Welsh

The Principality of Wales is one of the four constituent nations of the UK. Population≈3mln pl. Consists of 8 counties.

Instrument – harp (арфа)

Names: Johns, Wiilaims, Lloyd, Pritchard (Pr – son of) 

Capital - Cardiff. Wales has its own Parliament (National Assembly for Wales) and executive.

National symbols:

- Anthem – ‘The land of mu fathers’ – the survival of the old welsh songs, 

- The Flag of Wales incorporates the red dragon along with the Tudor colours of green and white.Flag of Wales is the only one that isn’t included into the Flag of GB. The Flag of Saint David is sometimes used as an alternative to the national flag, and is flown on St David's Day (a yellow vertical cross against black background). St. David is usually portraited with a dove on his shoulder.
- The Dragon, part of the national flag design, is also a popular Welsh symbol. Many legends are associated with the Welsh dragon. One tells abouta long fight between a red dragon and a white dragon.The white dragon would at first dominate but eventually the red dragon would win
- The leek is also a national emblem of Wales. According to legend, Saint David ordered his Welsh soldiers to identify themselves by wearing the vegetable on their helmets in an ancient battle against the Saxons that took place in a leek field (legend about the Prince of W. Edw 1)

- The daffodil is the national flower of Wales, and is worn on St David's Day each March 1
- Welsh National dress is relatively young and not as famous as Scottish National dress. Still they do have a National costume, but it's the way the ladies dress that is most well known, in fact there isn't really a National costume for men although recently through the rise of nationalism in Wales a tartan has been created and tartan trousers or kilts are often worn.

 For the ladies the typical Welsh costume consists of a hat, made of black felt, with a high crown and wide brim, which is worn over a lace cap. A red flannel shawl is worn over a crisp white blouse, and a full skirt made of wool with a black and white check pattern and a starched, white apron. Proper Welsh ladies always wore black woolen stockings and black shoes and carried a basket, made from willow withies.

Famous festival – Eisteddfod – held in summer. Contest of singing, dancing, contest of poetry – the winner sits in a special chair.

Stereotype – fair hair, blue eyes. But in fact they’re short, dark-skinned, dark-eyed

Wales – 8 counties, a principality

Instrument - harp
Wales – red, cardiff

	10. The national identity of the Irish

Northern Ireland is part of the United Kingdom, and covers 5,459 square miles (14,139 km²) in the northeast of the island of Ireland, about a sixth of the total area of the island. It has a population of 1,685,000. It consists of six counties situated within the province of Ulster, and in the UK is generally known as one of its four Home Nations, forming a constituent country of the United Kingdom. 

Saint Patrick's Flag, or Saint Patrick's cross (red croos on the white background), is a flag which served semi-officially to represent Ireland from the foundation of the Order of St Patrick in 1783 until the creation of the Irish Free State in 1922. Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. The flag, however, was never accepted or popular with Irish nationalists, who saw it as a British invention

Northern Ireland has not had its own unique government sanctioned flag since 1972, when its government was prorogued. Due to the division of the population along ethnic, religious and political lines, a wide variety of flags can be seen flying from lampposts and private houses across Northern Ireland.

Early Irish dress, based on Gaelic and Norse costumes, consisted of check trousers for men, worn with a fringed cloak or mantle, or a short tunic for both men and women, worn with a fringed cloak. This style of dressing was prohibited in the 16th century under sumptuary laws, passed to suppress the distinctive Irish dress and so overcome Irish reluctance to become part of England. In particular, the wearing of the fringed cloak was forbidden, as was the wearing of saffron-coloured garments (saffron yellow was an important feature in Irish costume). 

Shamrock – symbol of the trinity. Patrick chose it wishing wells in Wales – wisper a wish into a well. 

Green – Ireland is called ‘The emerald Island’ ‘cause of its beauty. 

A piece of iron in the middle of Ireland. This part was under the water. Now – to protect Ireland from getting under water again. 

Anthem -  ‘A Londonderry Air"  -unofficial

Typical names: Mc, Mac, Mul(don), Mil(ton), O’ (the son of)

Love spoon – made of wood – a young man gives it to a girl, if she takes it she likes him

Ireland – 6 counties

Instrument - harp

Belfast


	11. The Irish Question

Struggle for independence in Ireland has a long history. The main reasons for it are religious confrontation of the English Protestants and Catholics living on the island of Ireland, landowning and desire to preserve the genuine Gaelic culture. Protestants are loyalists, they want NI to remain the part of GB. A minority of the population are Roman Catholics. They’re nationalists or republicans. They suppurt the idea of single Irish nationwith a republic and government. For many yars cathlics have been thinking that they suffer discrimination.  Historically nationalism in Ireland had two streams: a radical one and the moderate, non-violent one. After the WWI a war broke b/w the IRA (Irish Republican Army, an illegal organization. Shinn Fane – the political wing of the IRA, legal) and the Br Government.

A distinctive Christian culture, known by the Celtic name Ulaid (Eng:Ulster),developed in the northern region from 5th-6th centuries. In 1801 –a legislative union of GB and I, under the name of UK.  Then Irish Home Rule (Devolution or home rule is the statutory (установл законом granting of powers from the central government of a state to government at national, regional or local level). 

1920 The Government Of Ireland Ac-t was the second (1 -The Government of Ireland Act 1914, which reached the statute books but was never implemented due to the outbreak of World War I, would have given home rule to the entire island of Ireland).  act passed by the Parliament of the United Kingdom to provide for Home Rule in Ireland. It is the act that partitioned Ireland (Dublin) and created Northern Ireland (Belfast) .  provided 4 establishment of 2 self-governing units 1 – comprising 6 of Ulster`s 9 counties (now NI) 2-comprising the 23 counties of southern Ireland along with 3 counties of Ulster (now form the Rep. of Ireland).

 From 1921-1940 NI a sectarian state, controlled by the Protestant majority(ppl who came from Scotl)(Unionists or Loyalists) and ruled in their interest. The Roman Catholic minority (white slaves )suffered discrimination, flocked from the country 4 the industrial centres. In the mid-1960s Roman Cath started to fight 4 their civil-rights. British troops, sent to keep peace were soon viewed by the R. Cath side as representatives of a foreign power. In response the Irish Republican Army (IRA) started a rerrorist campaign in an effort to withdraw the British troops as a beginning of unification(объединение) with Ireland. Parliament had to introduce internment – punishment without a trial. The affairs of I wew controlled by Secretary for State in Ireland 1972 Bloody Sunday
In 1994 formal talks began b/w the Br governm and the IRA in an effort to find a polit solution of the fight.The Belfast Agreement (also known as the Good Friday Agreement) was a major political development in the Northern Ireland peace process. It was signed in Belfast on 10 April 1998 (Good Friday) by the British and Irish governments. The Democratic Unionist Party was the only large party that opposed the Agreement. (-The principle that the constitutional future of Northern Ireland should be determined by the majority vote of its citizens. - Establishment of a British-Irish Council - New legislation for Northern Ireland on policing, human rights and equality. - Equality of social, economic and cultural rights of all ethnic communities)

	12 The issues of devolution in Scotland&Wales

Devolution or home rule is the statutory (установл законом) granting of powers from the central government of a state to government at national, regional or local level. The devolution can be mainly financial, e.g. giving areas a budget which was formerly administered by central government. However, the power to make legislation relevant to the area may also be granted.
Scotland
The drive for home rule first took concrete shape in the second half of the nineteenth century but it was only after WWI that there appeared organisations in favour of devolution and independence. The main is still the Scottish National Party formed in 1928. The movement wasn’t successful until 1978 the Labour government passed the Scotland Act which legislated for the establishment of a Scottish Assembly, provided the Scots voted for such in a plebiscite. However in referendum of 1979 only 33% out of 44%required voted for devolution.

In the early 90-s resentment grew mainly ‘cause the conservative government had little support in Scotland. 50% of Scotts wanted either full controll of scottish affairs or independence. 

In 1997, the Labour government of Tony Blair was elected with a promise of creating devolved institutions in Scotland. In late 1997, a referendum was held which resulted in a 75% "yes" vote. The newly-created Scottish Parliament (as a result of the Scotland Act 1998) consists of 129 MPs, 72 are also MPs of GB Parliament. The elections are held every 4 years. The Scottish P had powers to make primary legislation in certain areas of policy (health, edu, sports, transport, environment) , in addition to some limited tax varying powers . Headquarters – Hollyroodhouse.
Wales
Party – Plaid Cymru
Wales – more concerned about cultural identity, but they decided to come out with the idea of devolution. Many ppl in W wanted to have greater control over national affairs.  
The 1974-79 Labour Government proposed a Welsh Assembly in parallel to its proposals for Scotland. These were rejected by voters in the Wales referendum, 
In May 1997, the Labour government of Tony Blair was elected with a promise of creating a devolved assembly in Wales. The Wales referendum, 1997 resulted in a "yes" vote. The National Assembly for Wales (as a consequence of the Government of Wales Act 1998) possesses the power to determine how the government budget for Wales is spent and administered. 
Welsh Assembley has 60 MPs, unlike Scottish Assembley they can’t vary taxes.

 In Wales the referendum on devolution was only narrowly passed, and most voters rejected devolution in all the counties bordering England, as well as Cardiff and Pembrokeshire. 

13.  The national Issues in Modern Britain.

Britain is multicultural: 92%-whites, 8%-non-white population. The main stream – white population. Other groups-  ethnic minorities: Indian, Pakistani,

Caribbean, African, Bangladeshi, the descendants of immigrants from former Br colonies.

After WWII there was great need of workforce-> immigrants arrived with families, they  wantad to preserve their national culture. Mostly married within their communities => general ignorance, lack of national sensitivity between the main stream and ethnic groups

 In the 60s the increasing amount of immigrants caused the fear of being unemployed among the white. There began clashes and demonstrations. Cases of racism. ‘The National Front’ – an extremist group of racists. 

1961 – Law restricting immigration (The Commonwealth Immigrant Law) was passed but clashes didn’t stop.

1976 – Law against indirect discrimination. But in the  80-s black p-l still protested against discrimination, lach of homes, jobs. . 1981- Brixton Riots- open protest agains social discrimination - the most violent one of the 20th century.

Since 1986 it has been an offence to use  language  that is likely to arouse racism. 


	14. Multicultural Britain. Immigration, Ethnic minorities.

Britain is multicultural. 92%-whites. 8%-non-white population.Ethnic minorities: Indian, Pakistani,

Caribbean, African, Bangladeshi, - the descendants of imigrants from former Br colonies.

People immigrate from all over the world. The first immigrants French, Dutch with william the Conqueror  protestants from France. Then from Netherland (17 cent) 18 cent – French royalists40-s of the 19 cent – Irish went to Br. The beginning of the 20-th cent – Russians, from Poland (judes), former socialist republics. 

The vast majority of the United Kingdom ethnic minorities arrived after World War II (1955-1962)  (working force, to restore country) .

The most important and significant cause of this was the passage of the British Nationalities Act 1948. By this act citizens of the Empire were allowed to migrate to the United Kingdom. Many people from parts of the then Empire arrived in Britain. 
Newer Ethnic Groups:

In recent years there has been massive and sustained immigration into the United Kingdom from all sections of the globe. London is often cited as the most ethnically diverse city in the world Major groups include Eastern Europeans, Africans, Middle Easterners, Afghans and a growing number of South Americans.

The period from 1948 has seen a dramatic change in the ethnic make-up of the United Kingdom. Non-Whites have grown from a few thousand in 1951 to 4,600,000 in 2001. By the 1960-sincreas. Immigr=>unemployment, poverty, living standarts down. Prejudies. Demonstrations.In 1961 passed the law, restricting immigtarion(commonwealth immigrant law) . The governm. gave opportunities 2 evrb=>improvements in social conditions. Adopted laws that lead to prevent discrim-on.Censorship.

Also there appeared some Chinese from HongoKong, Africans, Vietnamese. 
Languages on the territory of the BI: arabic, Hindi, Urdu, Panjabi, Gurjaragatti, Bengali, chinese, greek, Turkish, West African lang-es. 
15. The Celtic descendants today.

Six nations tend to be most associated with a modern Celtic identity, and are considered 'the Celtic nations'. These are:Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Brittany (province of France)Cornwell, Isle of Man 

It is these 'Six Nations' that (alone) are considered Celtic by the Celtic League and the Celtic Congress amongst others. These organizations ascribe to a definition of Celticity based mainly upon language. In the mentioned six regions, Celtic languages have long survived and in the cases of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and Brittany continue to be used.

The Celtic League is a political and cultural organisation in the modern Celtic nations of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Brittany, Cornwall and the Isle of Man. It places particular emphasis on the indigenous Celtic languages. The fundamental aim of the Celtic League is to contribute, as an international organisation, to the struggles of the six Celtic nations to secure or win their political, cultural, social and economic freedom. 

They also campaign for the reunification of Ireland. Over the years, the Celtic League has campaigned consistently in support of the languages in the Celtic Countries, and for the return of ancient artifacts, removed from Celtic countries to museums outside of these areas. These campaigns have been conducted in various ways.

The following Celtic nations have some degree of autonomy, although Ireland is still divided into two parts

- The Republic of Ireland - independent 

- Northern Ireland - under the Good Friday Agreement(1998) some autonomy and various provisions were granted on a power-sharing basis, but various controversies between unionists and nationalists have caused the British government to rule directly. Northern Ireland is currently under direct rule from L. 

- The Isle of Man - home rule, a British Crown Dependency outside the UK & EU. 

- Scotland - has had its own devolved Parliament since 1999. 

- Wales - has had its own devolved Assembly since 1999. 

There is also a campaign for a Cornish Assembly. In 2000 the Cornish Constitutional Convention launched the Declaration for a Cornish Assembly campaign.



	16.The British Empire. The legacy of  the Empire and the Commonwealth 
The rise of the British Empire as the quarter of the land belong to B. The growth as the result of the competition b/w Br/Fr/Sp/the Netherlands for the world power. They comp[eted ofr the market. They needed saurces of raw material. 

In the 16th cent we can talk about the birth of the Empire, exploration of far-away places began. 16th cent - 2 big trading companies-  Dutch & English East India Companies which were founded to protect trade routes.  Colonies(New Foundland – Canada; in North Am; India; Australia, Hong-Kong; Africa(The Orange Free State). Some of them – penal colonies – Australia, part of America. First posession Br gained – Newfoundland (1494) – North Am (Canada). Canada itself became a colony in 1763
During the 17, 18 cent colonies were established on the coast of N America, 1st – Plymouth (pilgrims, 1620 from Ireland, 35 people –puritans, all in all 102 people. The aim – to create a save religious community. The Plymouth Rock – western coast of US). In 1170s clashes between those who left Br and those who stayed. Reason – high taxes. 1789 – America got independence (the founding fathers adopted declaration.

West Indias – territhry in the Carribean (mistake, eanted to find India) – sugar, tobacco

Br colonies at that time included: Barbados, Antiqua, Monserat, Jamaica. Later some > islands were added. Slave trade – brought to West Indias from Africa to work on plantations. 

1807 – slavery was officially abolished in the empire, though in west indias it continued till 1833

India ‘the jewel on the crown of the Empire’. A Governor General was in charge for India. Michael West – teacher of E ib India, taught by reading 

Australia –discovered by captain cook – he brought criminals to the country. The downunder. Originally there were 6 colonies. In 1901 they joined, became a federation. New Zeland in 1840 became a colony

1802 – the Empire was managed by the colonial office in L. Send people to colonies, met annually. 

The Expansion (late 19th cent)

Wanted to protect her interests and to expand her territories. Hong Kong – became colony in 1842, 1997 – returned to China. 1859 – the Indian mutinee – I was put under direct control of the Empire, Viceroy instead of Governor. In 1850 the E took the Cape of Good hope from the Boors (1836 – the Boors found the Orange Free State), Transvaal, Natal . 1889 – Cecil Rodes formed the Br South Africa Comp, later Rodesia. After the WW2 the territories were united into South Africa Republic. 1870-1900 Br, Belgium, Fr, Italy, Germany took part in Scramble for Africa 1884 the countries agreed to cooperate, devided the colonies. Br colonies in West africa: Sierra lione, Nigeria, Ganna, Gambia; East Afr: (protectorates) Kenya, Leganda, Sumali land, Zambia, South&North Rodesia.   

   In the 19th cent the Emp was the source of pride for Br. In the 20th cent the situation changed. 20th cent – Canada, New Z became dominions (self-governed but formally part of the Commonwealth). 1947 – India indep. 1971 – west&East Pakistan –separate countries. 

Legacy 

– money or property left to the heirs. 1931 – Commonwealth was formed, came into the place of the Empire, its successor. Through the C Br preserved its links (political, economic, cultural) with the perat of E. Cultural phenomenon –after independence E became the official lang of the countries.   

The Commonwealth – an association of 53 indep countries+several dependencies (the majority of which are former colonies of the United Kingdom). The C. was set up by the Statute(закон) of Westminster. the C was composed of Great Britain, the Irish Free State (now the Republic of Ireland), Canada, Newfoundland, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. 

In 1965 a Commonwealth secretariat was established, with headquarters in London. The purpose of the Commonwealth is consultation and cooperation. All the countrie agreed to maintain together: world Peace, the encourarement of trade, the improvement of human rights, health, edu, the defence of democracy. Queen Elizabeth II is the Head of the C. the Queen heads the C ( called C Realms ) in only a symbolic capacity, and it is the C Secretary-General who is the chief executive of the organisation. Meet every 2 year in the C. conference. Between conferences works the Secreteriat of the C. There’s a number of conditions to join the C: 1) The country should be independent 2) accepted by all the members of the C. All the members of the C recognize Br sovereign as the official head of each individual state. The C day – every 2nd Moday of March. The Q addresses to all the states (broadcasts)

	17. The UK&the European Union 

Emerged after the war (1957) under the Treaty of Rome. At first organised as the European Economic Community. Decided to to remove customs duties=>to make it possible to travel widely & basis for European strength and security and the best way of preventing another European war . Today there’re 26 member-countries, fifteen - Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (originally West Germany), GB, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden are full members of the organizations of the EU.

In 1963 Br applied to become a member of th EU, but the access was denied.Only in 1973 Br become part of the EU. The labour party had a referendum before joining the EU. The result 2:1 for. 

1987 “The Single European Act’- aim – to increase cooperation betw the countries, touched environment and foreign policy, a kind of economic union.  In opposition the Warsaw Trade Organiz. 1992 the Treaty of Rome was amended by the Machstricht Treaty (Netherlands)- the name was changed into EU.Discussed the essence of common country, the E.U citizenship But the population of Br opposed it, do they signed it only in 1993. 

The European Commission was etablished. Each country sends 2 repres there. People, who attend this meetings are commissioners – the put out the proposals how to organize and maintain the interests of their country. Each E country holds presedency. Every 6 months the presedent is changed. The president is charing the meeting. They meet in Brussels. 

Real heads of states and foreign ministers(?) form E Counsil. They meet 2 a year at Stratsburgh . Here also meets th E Parliament . The members are elected to it.The ppl who seat in E Parliament got in Br the name ‘Euro MPs’, they belong to different parties.  

In Stratsburgh the E Court of Justice is also situated. Sp E law – ‘The E Code of Justice’. Each member provides 1 judge to the court. They have their own sessions and meet in Luximburgh every month. A session lasts for 5 days. Additional sessions are held in Brussles. 

The rules must be applied by memberstates, otherwise sanctions are imposed

1992 – John Mayor refused to adopt ‘Social charta’ (rights of employees, duted of employers), but in 1997 The Labour came into power with Blair and signed it.

EMR –Exchange Rate Mechanism  was a system introduced by the European Community in March 1979, as part of the European Monetary System (EMS), to reduce exchange rate variability and achieve monetary stability in Europe, in preparation for Economic and Monetary Union and the introduction of a single currency, the euro, which took place on 1 January 1999.

Most clashes betw Br&EU – monetary union. Some are afraid thatt Br would loose it’s identity &become just a part of Federation.

Br joined EU only in 2002

EMU –Economic&Monetary Union (a single market with a common currency. It is to be distinguished from a mere currency union) 


	18 The monarchs of the 20 century. Hanover – Queen E2

The House of Hanover  were a German royal dynasty which succeeded the House of Stuart as kings of Great Britain in 1714. They also ruled Hanover in Germany, their original possession.

George I ( 1714-1727), George II (1727-1760), 

George III (1760-1820), George III (1760-1820), George IV (1820-1830), William IV (1830-1837), Victoria (1837-1901).

Saxe-Coburg Gotha reigned 1901-1910 

The House of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha was formerly the Royal House of several European monarchies. The Royal House name was changed to reflect Victoria's marriage to Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, but she herself remained a member of the House of Hanover. In the United Kingdom, King George V changed the name from Saxe-Coburg and Gotha to the House of Windsor in 1917

Edward VII (1901-1910) ‘Tamtam’ (The only monarch of Saxe-Coburg&Cotha). The period saw the  modernization(mass communication) of the monarchy together with many social changes:  was the eldest son of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. Born in 1841, he did not inherit the throne until his mother's death in 1901, when he was 59 years old. Given little responsibility during Victoria's lifetime, Bertie (as he was called by his family) devoted himself to a life of pleasure. Despite his 1863 marriage to Princess Alexandra of Denmark, with whom he had six children, he was infamous for his many mistresses and playboy lifestyle As king, Edward VII was popular with his people and abroad, but he reigned for only nine years before dying in 1910. was beginning to organize Antanta.  He was succeeded by his oldest surviving son, King George V.

George V (1910-1936) ‘A Sailor King’ his cousin was Nicolas 2) was the first British monarch belonging to the House of Windsor,  The name of the Royal House changed from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor in 1917 due to anti-German sentiments during World War I. As well as being King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (from 1927, split into King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and King of Ireland) and the Commonwealth Realms, George was also the Emperor of India. George reigned from 6 May 1910 through World War I (1914-1918) until his death in 1936.

King George V is remembered for his role in World War I, during which he relinquished all German titles and styles on behalf of his relatives who were British subjects. Another significant event in his reign was the passing of the Statute of Westminster which separated the crown so that George ruled the dominions as separate kingdoms.

George V adopted –radio broadcast across the Empire at Christmas; the Coronation ceremony was broadcast on television for the first time in 1953; and the World Wide Web has been  used for the past 7 years to provide a global audience with info about the Royal Family. 
During this period, British monarchs have also played a vital part in promoting international relations. 

King Edward VIII (1936) was the eldest child of Britain's King George V and Queen Mary. In 1930, while he was still Prince of Wales, Edward met an American woman named Wallis Warfield Simpson. Her first marriage had ended in divorce, and when she met the prince she was married to her second husband, Ernest Simpson. The prince, who was single and had a reputation as a playboy, fell deeply in love with Mrs. Simpson.   George V died in January 1936, and Edward VIII succeeded him as king. Mrs. Simpson divorced her husband later that year. The king was determined to marry her, but he could not convince the royal family or government officials to accept a divorced woman as his queen. On December 11, Edward VIII officially abdicated. His younger brother succeeded him as King George VI and granted Edward the title Duke of Windsor.   The Duke of Windsor married Wallis on June 3, 1937, but she was never accepted by the royal family. For the rest of their lives the couple lived abroad, mostly in France. In 1940, during the Second World War, the Duke became governor of the Bahamas. In 1945, he and his wife returned to France. The Duke of Windsor died in Paris on May 28, 1972. The Duchess remained in Paris until her own death on April 24, 1986. They are buried at the royal Frogmore cemetery at Windsor Castle in England.

  George VI (Albert Frederick Arthur George Windsor) (1895 - 1952) became the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Emperor of India, upon the unexpected abdication of his brother, Edward VIII. He reigned from 11 December 1936 until his death. As well as being King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the British dominions beyond the seas, George VI was the last Emperor of India (until 1947) and the last King of Ireland (until 1949, succeeding to that title by the enactment of the External Relations Act, 1936, until its repeal in the Republic of Ireland Act, 1948 when Ireland also left the Commonwealth). He was the third British monarch to use the name Windsor, the name his father had given to his branch of the German royal House of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. He was king during the Second World War.

+Q E II


	19. Elizabeth II  became queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in 1952. In addition she is Head of the Commonwealth. 

Elizabeth was born on 21 April 1926 in London, the first child of Albert, Duke of York, and his wife, formerly Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. She initially had little prospect of succeeding to the throne until her uncle, Edward VIII, abdicated in December 1936. Her father then became King George VI and she became heir.

Elizabeth and her younger sister Margaret were educated at home. On the outbreak of war in 1939, they were evacuated to Windsor Castle. In 1945, Elizabeth joined the war effort, training as a driver in the Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS). In 1946, Elizabeth became secretly engaged to Prince Philip, who had served in Britain's Royal Navy during World War II and was now a lieutenant. She faced opposition from her father, who thought she was too young to get married/ The king relented, and Princess Elizabeth's engagement was officially announced in June 1947. The couple has four children.

George VI died on 6 February 1952 while Elizabeth and Philip were in Kenya. She returned home immediately, and was crowned. The coronation took place at Westminster Abbey in June 1953 and was broadcast to television and radio audiences around the world. From the start of her reign, Queen Elizabeth II was popular at home and abroad. Queen Elizabeth is the United Kingdom's head of state. She is also head of theCommonwealth. During her reign, she has made many official visits abroad and has travelled all over Britain. She participates in ceremonies such as the Opening of Parliament, and plays a role in virtually every branch of government. For instance, she is the head of the armed forces, and only she can declare war, although she cannot exercise this power without the advice of her ministers. She is kept closely informed of the government's activities, meets regularly with the prime minister and other officials, and acts as host to visiting heads of state. She is patron or president of over 700 organizations. In 2000 she carried out 531 official engagements.

The Duke of Edinburgh often accompanies his wife on her travels. He gave up his active naval career after Elizabeth became queen, but continued to be involved with the military. Today he holds the ranks of Admiral of the Fleet, field marshal  In 1957, Queen Elizabeth granted him the title Prince of the United Kingdom. He is officially known as The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

For more than 50 years, during a period of great change in Britain, the queen has carried out her political duties as Head of State, the ceremonial responsibilities of the sovereign and a large annual programme of visits in the United Kingdom as well as numerous foreign tours. 

Despite the controversies and scandals surrounding her children and other members of the royal family, she remains a respected head of state. In 1977, Queen Elizabeth celebrated her Silver Jubilee, marking 25 years as monarch. And in 2002, the 50th year of her reign, she celebrated her Golden Jubilee. Sadly, the queen lost two members of her family in 2002. Her sister, Princess Margaret, died in February at the age of 71; their 101-year-old mother, Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, died the following month.

Loves horses, 2 birthdays – real, coronation (April 22, June 2)

	20 Queen Victoria  
(1837–1901)
Queen Victoria was the longest reigning British monarch and the figurehead of a vast empire. She oversaw vast changes in British society and gave her name to an age 

Victoria was born in London on 24 May 1819, the only child of Edward, Duke of Kent, and Victoria Maria Louisa of Saxe-Coburg. She succeeded her uncle, William IV, in 1837, at the age of 18, and her reign dominated the rest of the century. In 1840 she married her first cousin, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg Gotha. For the next 20 years they lived in close harmony and had a family of nine children, many of whom eventually married into the European monarchy, so she is calle ‘the grandmother of Europe’

On her accession, Victoria adopted the Whig Prime Minister Lord Melbourne as her political mentor. In 1840, his influence was replaced by that of Prince Albert. The German prince never really won the favour of the British public, and only after 17 years was he given official recognition, with the title of Prince Consort (A prince consort, generally speaking, is the husband of a Queen regnant, unless he himself is a king.A queen regnant  is a female monarch who possesses all the monarchal powers that a king would have without regard to gender). However, Victoria relied heavily on Albert and it was during his lifetime that she was most active as a ruler. Britain was evolving into a constitutional monarchy in which the monarch had few powers and was expected to remain above party politics, although Victoria did sometimes express her views very forcefully in private.

Victoria never fully recovered from Albert's death in 1861 and she remained in mourning for the rest of her life. Her subsequent withdrawal from public life made her unpopular, but during the late 1870s and 1880s she gradually returned to public view and, with increasingly pro-imperial sentiment, she was restored to favour with the British public. After the Indian Mutiny in 1857, the government of India was transferred from the East India Company to the Crown and in 1877, Victoria became Empress of India. Her empire also included Canada, Australia, India, New Zealand, and large parts of Africa. During this period, Britain was largely uninvolved in European affairs, apart from involvement in the Crimean War (1853 - 1856).

In 1887, Victoria's Golden Jubilee and, 10 years later, her Diamond Jubilee were celebrated with great enthusiasm. Having witnessed a revolution in British government, huge industrial expansion and the growth of a worldwide empire, Victoria died on 22 January 1901 at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight.

The national pride connected with the name of Victoria - the term Victorian England, for example, stemmed from the Queen's ethics and personal tastes, which generally reflected those of the middle class.  As a result of industrialisation, there was a huge boost of the middle and working class. As the Industrial Revolution progressed there was further social division.  When Victoria ascended to the throne, England was essentially agrarian and rural; upon her death, the country was highly industrialized and connected by an expansive railway network

	18
21.Victorian England

The term Victorian England stemmed from the Queen's ethics and personal tastes, which generally reflected those of the middle class. It coveres the period of the reign of Q V (1837-1901)  The period is often characterised as a long period of peace and economic, colonial, and industrial consolidation

Social Institutions Prior to the industrial revolution, Britain had a very rigid social structure consisting of three distinct classes: The Church and aristocracy 2%, the middle class (of the bourgeoisie), and the working poorer class- 85%, owning less than 50% of land..
As a result of industrialisation, there was a huge boost of the middle and working class. As the Industrial Revolution progressed there was further social division. 

The government consisted of a “constitutional monarchy” headed by Queen Victoria. Only the royalty could rule. Other politicians came from the aristocracy. The system was criticised by many as being in favour of the upper classes, and during the late eighteenth century philosophers and writers began to question the social status of the nobility.

Queen Victoria had the longest reign in British history, and the cultural, political, economic, industrial and scientific changes that occurred during her reign were remarkable. When Victoria ascended to the throne, England was essentially agrarian and rural; upon her death, the country was highly industrialized and connected by an expansive railway network. The first decades of Victoria's reign witnessed a series of epidemics (typhus and cholera, most notably), crop failures and economic collapses.

The country became connected by an expansive network of railway lines, small, previously isolated communities were exposed and entire economies shifted as cities became more and more accessible.

The mid-Victorian period also witnessed significant social changes: an evangelical revival occurred alongside a series of legal changes in women's rights. While women were not enfranchised during the Victorian period, they did gain the legal right to their property upon marriage through the Married Women's Property Act, the right to divorce, and the right to fight for custody of their children upon separation.

The unsolved problems relating to Irish Home Rule played a great part in politics in the later Victorian era

 On Sunday, November 13, 1887, tens of thousands of people, many of them socialists or unemployed, gathered in Trafalgar Square to demonstrate against the government. armed soldiers and 2,000 police constables responded. Rioting broke out, hundreds were injured and two people died. This event was referred to as Bloody Sunday.

Culture -Gothic Revival in architecture

	22 Georgian England

When Queen Anne without any heirs, the English throne was offered to her nearest Protestant relative, George of Hanover, who thus became George I of England. The Georgian era is a period of British history, normally defined as including the reigns of the kings George I, George II, George III and George IV, i.e. covering the period from 1714 to 1830, (with the sub-period of the Regency, defined by the Regency of George IV as Prince of Wales during the madness of his father George III)

The term "Georgian" is normally used in the contexts of architecture and social history.

Georgian society is portrayed in the novels of writers such as Henry Fielding and Jane Austen. The paintings of Thomas Gainsborough, Sir Joshua Reynolds ,  Turner and John Constable I


-the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution which began the process of intensifying class divisions
-the emergence of rival polit parties like theWhigs&Tories.

-the growth of the cities and the beginnings of an integrated transportation system 

-increase in emigration to Canada, the US colonies and other parts of the British Empire.

-Social reform under politicians such as Robert Peel began to bring about radical change in areas such as the abolition of slavery, prison reform and social justice

-A revival in Christian religion was seen in the Church of E 

-The loss of the American Colonies and the American Revolution were regarded as national disasters.

-The Luddites, a social movement of English textile workers in the early 1800s who protested — often by destroying textile machines
George I (1714-27) was magnificently unsuited to rule England. He spoke not a word of English, and his slow, pedantic nature did not sit well with the English. One of the results of George's inability or disinterest in ruling the English was that he handed over his authority to trusted politicians. This marked the origin of the office of the Prime Minister and the cabinet system of government.

The Old Pretender. The year following George's arrival saw a landing in Scotland by the "Jacobite" supporters of James Stuart, son of James II. This rising was easily defeated and James, later called The Old Pretender, fled to France once more.

The South Sea Bubble. The Duke of Marlborough's successes in the War of the Spanish Succession had been gained on credit, without monies granted, and the government was badly in debt. The South Sea Company was created to absorb the debt. The idea was that the whole of the £31 million national debt could be converted into company stock. The stock crashed, bringing down the government and bankrupting investors.After the "South Sea Bubble" burst, finances were put firmly in the hands of the Bank of England, with the result that the English economy became the best managed in Europe over the next several centuries.

George II (1727-60) continued the Hanoverian rule. 

The Bonnie Prince. In 1745, the Young Pretender, Charles Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie) landed in Scotland. marched into England.  Charles  was defeated and escaped to the Isle of Skye then to France

It has been said that "Life in early Georgian England was stable, placid, and self-satisfied". This accounts in part for the failure of the Stuarts to raise support for the '15 and '45 rebellions. Despite the Stuart rebellion, the years between 1720-1780 were remarkable for their social stability. This stability was founded upon a system that depended upon the exercise of influence and put the interests of landowners first.

The British Museum.1753 saw the founding of the British Museum. 

The Seven Year's War. England then embarked upon the Seven Years War with France (1755-63). England was victorious gaining territory in Canada, Florida, Grenada, Senegal, and in America east of the Mississippi. 

Success in India. Overseas, the East India Company had established trading posts at Calcutta and Madras. From there they fought with the French for trade supremacy in India. The subcontinent was open to a monopoly by the East India Company.

George III (1760-1820) could at least speak E, but he was troubled by periods of insanity.  George III's reign saw the loss of the American colonies in the American Revolution (1775-83)

In 1799 the United Irishmen rebelled on behalf of Irish autonomy. 2 years later Ireland was officially unified with Great Britain to form the United Kingdom. In the meantime the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815) with France occupied centre stage.  Napoleonic Wars brought economic disaster, depression, and mass unemployment

The Early Industrial Revolution. The Industrial Revolution intensified class distinctions. Under the Enclosure Acts of the late 18th century wealthy landowners built large farms and introduced improved farming methods. This meant that fewer agricultural workers were needed, so most moved to the towns and became the work force of the Industrial Revolution.

The Regency. It finally became clear that George III was no longer fit to rule, and his son was established as Prince Regent (1810-20) George is remembered largely for the extravagant lifestyle that he maintained as prince and monarch. Ceorge IV  1820–1830
	23. The House of Hanover

The House of Hanover  were a German royal dynasty which succeeded the House of Stuart as kings of Great Britain in 1714. They also ruled Hanover in Germany, their original possession.

Under the Act of Settlement 1701, the English (thus, the successor British) throne could only be held by a Protestant. Sophia of Hanover, the nearest such relative, thus became statutorily designated as the next heir. She died shortly before Anne, and her place was taken by her son, who thus founded the House of Hanover

To the house of H belong  George I ( 1714-1727), George II (1727-1760), George III (1760-1820), George III (1760-1820), George IV (1820-1830), William IV (1830-1837), Victoria (1837-1901).

2 periods are identified:Georgian England&Victorian age.  It has been said that "Life in early Georgian England was stable, placid, and self-satisfied". The Victorian Age - The period is often characterised as a long period of peace and economic, colonial, and industrial consolidation

George I (1714-27) was magnificently unsuited to rule England. He spoke not a word of English, and his slow, pedantic nature did not sit well with the English. One of the results of George's inability or disinterest in ruling the English was that he handed over his authority to trusted politicians. This marked the origin of the office of the Prime Minister and the cabinet system of government.

George II (1727-60) . Despite the Stuart rebellion, the years between 1720-1780 were remarkable for their social stability. The Br Museum was foun, seven Years War, Br won. Were very successful in India (East India comp)
George III (1760-1820) could at least speak E, but he was troubled by periods of insanity, so the last 10 years his son , future George IV actually rulled as Prince Regent. Industrial rev.  George is remembered largely for the extravagant lifestyle that he maintained as prince and monarch. 

Victoria (1837–1901)  the longest reigning British monarch and the figurehead of a vast empire.She oversaw vast changes in British society
24. The House of Saxe-Coburg & Gotha
(1901–17) Saxe-coburg-gotha, or Saxe-coburg And Gotha,  the royal house of the United Kingdom, which succeeded the house of Hanover on the death of its last monarch, Queen Victoria, on Jan. 22, 1901. The dynasty has included Edward VII (reigned 1901–10), George V (1910–36), Edward VIII (1936), George VI (1936–52), and Elizabeth II (1952– ). The heir apparent is Charles, Prince of Wales. The dynastic name of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha was that of Victoria's German-born husband, Albert, prince consort of Great Britain and Ireland.( (A prince consort, generally speaking, is the husband of a Queen regnant, unless he himself is a king.A queen regnant  is a female monarch who possesses all the monarchal powers that a king would have without regard to gender).  Their eldest son was Edward VII. During the anti-German atmosphere of World War I, George V declared by royal proclamation (July 17, 1917) that all descendants of Queen Victoria in the male line who were also British subjects would adopt the surname of “Windsor.” Their descendants succeeded to the British throne, and the country's ruling dynasty was styled the house of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha from 1901 until its name was changed to Windsor in 1917. Queen Eliz II's children would normally have borne their father's surname, Mountbatten (which itself had been anglicized from “Battenberg”). In 1952, soon after her accession, she declared in council that her children and descendants would bear the surname Windsor. This decision was modified (Feb. 8, 1960) to the effect that issue other than those styled prince or princess and royal highness should bear the name Mountbatten-Windsor.

	25. The House of Windsor

The House of Windsor, a branch of the Saxe-Coburg and Gotha is the Royal House of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and each of the other Commonwealth Realms. In 1917, during World War I, anti-German feeling among the people resulted in the Royal Family exchanging use of all of their German titles and house names for English-sounding versions.

The German name had come via Queen Victoria's marriage to Prince Albert, son of Duke Ernst I of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, in February 1840. Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, however, was not the Prince Consort's personal surname, but the territory ruled by his family; his house, and possibly even his surname, was Wettin.

Thus, the name Wettin was replaced with Windsor, which also became the name of the Royal House through an Order-in-Council of King George V (1917).

However, the Order only referred to all descendants of Queen Victoria in the male line, but not necessarily by female descendants. In April 1952, two months after her accession, Queen Elizabeth II ended confusion over the dynastic name when she declared to the Privy Council her “Will and Pleasure that I and My children shall be styled and known as the House and Family of Windsor, and that my descendants who marry and their descendants, shall bear the name of Windsor.” This comes into conflict with Germanic house laws, which state that all of her children are of the house of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Glücksburg through their father, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

Later, on February 8, 1960, the Queen issued another Order-in-Council, confirming that she and her four children will be known as the House and Family of Windsor, and that her other male-line descendants (except those who are "HRH" and a Prince or Princess) will take the name "Mountbatten-Windsor

George V 1910–1936),  Edward VIII 1936, George VI 1936-1952, E II 1952

+17,18 вопр

	26. The XVIII-century Britain
In 1714 – disappearance of the dynasty of Stuarts and absolute monarchy. Under the Act of Settlement 1701,the British throne could only be held by a Protestant. Sophia of Hanover, the nearest such relative, thus became the next heir. She died shortly before Anne, and her place was taken by her son, who thus founded the House of Hanover. George III (1760-1820), George IV (1820-1830), William IV (1830-1837), Victoria (1837-1901). 

The Hanover female succession was forbidden, but according to the laws of E the crown was given to V. 
George I (1714-27) – spent most time in Hanover, left his wife &brought 2 mistresses “Maypall’, ‘Elephant of England’. Was a capable military leader. 
George II (1727-1760) the last Br king that led the troops in battle. , 7 year war, j rebellions. Conflict for supremacy, the division of the world: Prussia, Br, Hanover on the 1 side, sweden, Spain, Russia, france, Saxony, Austria – on the other. Br won victories in India &Canada. By the treaty of Paris 1763 Br was recognized the leading colonial power in the world.His interests were military.  
George III (1760-1820) ‘Farmer George’ 1805 – the Battle of Trafalgar. The loss of Am colonies. Ireland&Br were united 1760, the act of union signed 1805. Son ruled insted from 1820 as G III was insane.  
2 Jacobite rebellions during the century (1715, 1745), both failed. Bourgeous values prosper. Changes from absolutism to parliamentism – a step to democracy. 
End of the 17th cent – beginning of the 18th  Br competes for the world supremacy. 1702 -1714 – wars for spanish succession (Nelson). Br was established as the main force at the Mediterranean, was a competetive of France on the territiry of Canada. 

George I (1720-30) a step to consumer society, society more commercialized. The role of the authorities changed. The role of the government grew, esp of the house of C. The role of the lords was diminished. The ethics of the society also changed. There appeared placementship (блат), careerism, corruption. The creation of the classical parliamentary system. Sir Robert Wallpole (the first prime –m) introduced the whigs to the P. ‘a great manipulator’ (during George I, II) population rose by 0,5 mil in 20 years, by the end of 1770s it was about 6,4 mln ppl. By the end of 1780s – 8 mln ppl. The industrial&urban growth wich was very beneficial. 1760-1770 – time of etraordinary economic change. London starts to change its face. Villages also started to change. The village population started turning into agricultural workers. Still there were many poor ppl – the society became > poverised. 

Extreme mobility – the characteristic of the middle class mostly.  
War for spanish succession – 1701-1714

	27. Industrial Revolution

The industrial&urban growth wich was very beneficial 

Villages also started to change. The village population started turning into agricultural workers 

Industrial Revolution- was the major shift of technological, socioeconomic, and cultural conditions in the late 18th and early 19th century that began in Britain and spread throughout the world. During that time, an economy based on manual labour was replaced by one dominated by industry and the manufacture of machinery. It began with the mechanisation of the textile industries and the development of iron-making techniques, and trade expansion was enabled by the introduction of canals, improved roads and railways. The introduction of steam power (fuelled primarily by coal) and powered machinery (mainly in textile manufacturing) underpinned (подвело фундам) the dramatic increases in production capacity. The development of all-metal machine tools in the first two decades of the 19th century facilitated the manufacture of more production machines for manufacturing in other industries.The impact of this change on society was enormous and is often compared to the Neolithic revolution.
  The period of time covered by the Industrial Revolution varies with different historians. Some say that it 'broke out' in the 1780s and was not fully felt until the 1830s or 1840s, while the others think that it occurred between 1760 and 1830 (in effect the reigns of George III, The Regency, and George IV).

The first Industrial Revolution merged into the Second Industrial Revolution around 1850, (1871-1914 ) when technological and economic progress gained momentum with the development of steam-powered ships, railways, and later in the nineteenth century with the engine and electrical power generation. "There is but one rule for the industrialist, and that is: Make the highest quality goods possible at the lowest cost possible, paying the highest wages possible."

Causes for occurrence:  -Britain emerged from the Napoleonic Wars as the only European nation not ravaged by financial plunder and economic collapse, and possessing the only merchant fleet of any useful size
-Britain was able to succeed due to the availability of key resources it possessed. +dense population for its small geographical size +Local supplies of coal, iron, lead, copper, tin, limestone and water power, resulted in excellent conditions for the development and expansion of industry.

-The stable political situation in Britain, and British society's greater receptiveness to change

The rapid industrialisation of the English economy cost many craft workers their jobs. The textile industry in particular industrialized early, and many weavers found themselves suddenly unemployed since they could no longer compete with machines which only required relatively limited (and unskilled) labour to produce more cloth than a single weaver. Many such unemployed workers, weavers and others, turned their animosity towards the machines that had taken their jobs and began destroying factories and machinery. These attackers became known as Luddites, supposedly followers of Ned Ludd, a folklore figure. The first attacks of the Luddite movement began in 1811. The Luddites rapidly gained popularity, and the British government had to take drastic measures to protect industry.
Arnold Toinby – his interpretation of industial revolution: It failed to improve the necessities of the working class. 


	28. The XIX century Britain

George III (1760-1820), George IV (1820-1830), William (1830-1837), Victoria (1837-1901)

1801 – the 1 official cencus in the country – an important elemrnt of social analysis. 

The industrailization went on. The impact of the industrialization on people’s life – Arnold Toinby – his interpretation of industial revolution: It failed to improve the necessities of the working class. 
The life of people in colonies was far from being good. Ichartism – ppl against machines (no working places)But the rich became even richer. No turning back (ab industrialization)

Positive things: Evolution of law system due to economic change. Attempt to create a new trend in polytics. Equality of law &progress. The system of values changed. The life becoming longer. Moral development. 
Br being the world power. The reversal of positions in the world. 20% of world trade – Br. The population of the country rose by 25%. Engl – 8,3 mln ppl, Sc – 1,63 mln ppl, Wales – 5,87 mln, I – 5,5 mln. Death rate fell-> food supplies became better. 

1780-1830 – the population doubled. Agricultural production became higher. Ppl were streaming to towns looking for jobs. London was a metropolis – 1.1 mln ppl. 1/3 of urban population lived in London. 

Trade was more important than industry. It characterized the Br economy. Trade – the basis of industrialization

Important places: Liverpool – grain, slaves .glasgow – tobacco (from Virginia, USA), linen, later cotton, engineering, Newcastle – coal, Wales – iron

1745 – London-Edinburgh – 2 weeks by hoarse

1796 – 2,5 days. 1830 – 36 hours
The reform of the Government. Ppl needed laws. 

19 cent – liberalization – national idea. 1854-1914 – Liberal age 
 Religion – not very imp role. 80000 ppl population. 5,3 mln – Anglicans, 383000 – Roman Catholics,

19 cent E mostly urban 

Coalition: - The Whigs, The Radicals, The Liberals, The Peelists (after prime-minister Peel)

 -1838: a protest organization called the Chartist Movement, the heart of a radical campaign for Parliamentary reform of the inequities. Goals: Britain - a political democracy, improve living standards. The main demands were universal male suffrage, equal electoral districts, annual general elections and the secret ballot. 

-1839-60: two Opium Wars of France, the United Kingdom, the United States and Russia with China.
-1871-1914: Second Industrial Revolution (chemical, electrical, petroleum and steel industries , Mass production of consumer goods , manufacture of food and drink, clothing and transport and entertainment with the early cinema, radio and gramophone provided employment for the increasing numbers. This increasing production, however, was a factor leading up to the Long Depression. )
-1870s-90s: Long Depression in Western Europe and North America (prices fell and production grew more slowly when compared to earlier and later eras. The Long Depression also contributed to the revival of colonialism leading to the New Imperialism period, symbolized by the scramble for Africa, as the western powers sought new markets for their goods. Britain is often considered the hardest hit by the Long Depression, and during this period it lost much of its large industrial lead over the economies of Continental Europe.)


	29 Britain In the XX cent (1914-1945)

Britain's strength lay in its own people, in their own land. t was thus that Britain's foreign policy, during the first few years of the new century, changed. Instead of the old cordiality towards Germany and fear of a combined France and Russia, she now became friendly towards France and Russia and hostile to Germany. World War I broke out in August 1914, when Germany declared war on Russia. Perhaps the War came about as the result of a breakdown in the European diplomatic system -- the bad judgment of a number of individual politicians. Perhaps it was inevitable -- the result of the profound economic changes . In England, domestic problems. had dictated foreign policy decisions. Britain did not want to lose her position as the world's leading power. Winston Churchill. The cost to Britain was the loss of an entire generation, one whose contribution to national life was to be sadly missed during the political mismanagement of the postwar years. 

There were also many changes taking place in British agriculture during the early years of the century. A rapid increase in population due to a declining death rate meant that farmers were unable to meet the increasing demand for butter, cheese, margarine.

The war between Br and Ireland untill December 1920, atrocities and counter atrocities by both sides finally led to the Government of Ireland Act. The Act divided Ireland into Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland, giving both parts Home Rule, but reserving taxation powers for the Westminster Parliament. It seemed that no one in Ireland was satisfied. The coalition government in London was finally convinced that a policy of reconciliation was needed and a truce in July, 1921 was followed by the Anglo-Irish Treaty of December. A bitter civil war where the Irish patriots against the Republicans fought began and ended in April 1923. Eire was finally declared a republic in April 1948, with Northern Ireland remaining as part of the United Kingdom.

The Great Depression -there was downturn in the British economy since the end of the World War. Government promises of a better society in which there would be a higher standard of living and security of employment had not been fulfilled. The productivity rate was falling rapidly; there was simply too much reliance on the traditional industries of cotton, coal mining and shipbuilding, Many countries which had been dependent upon British manufactured goods were now making their own. millions were unemployed. A general strike took place in 1926. Britain was no longer a magnet for Commonwealth goods. The beginning of world war II. Realizing that she would not come to terms, Hitler then planned an invasion of England .British industry mobilized every person not on military service into production
. 1931 – Commonwealth was formed, came into the place of the Empire

	30. Britain In the XX cent (1945-2000)

Britain's pre-war industrial strength was severely weakened. Members of British armed forces were considerably better educated than they had been in World War I. Britains were anxious for change. Winston Churchill, who led Britain to victory during the war, found himself as a member of the opposition when the election of 1945 returned the Labour Party to power with a huge majority. Changes: the government introduced the National Health Service to proved free medical treatment for all, took control of industry and public utilities. Churchill PM 1951,1940;1949 Ireland leaves the Commonwealth; 1973 Britain joins European Community, Thatcher PM 1979 -1990(Conservative), 1988 Liberal Democrats formed,1997 Blair PM (Labour)John Major (Consrvative 1990-1997)
The UK at the time was poor, relying heavily on loans from the United States of America (which are due to be paid off by the end of 2006) to rebuild its damaged infrastructure. Rationing and conscription dragged on into the post war years, and the country suffered one of the worst winters on record. Nevertheless, morale was boosted by events such as the marriage of Princess Elizabeth in 1947 and the Festival of Britain.
As the country headed into th 1950s, rebuilding continued and a number of immigrants from the remaining British Empire were invited to help the rebuilding effort. As the 1950s wore on, the UK had lost its place as a superpower and could no longer maintain its large Empire. This led to decolonization, and a withdrawal from almost all of its colonies by 1970. the UK's status had fallen in the world. The 1950s and 1960s were, however, relatively prosperous times after the Second World War, and saw the beginning of a modernization of the UK, with the construction of its first motorways.

Though the 1970s and 1980s saw the UK's integration to the European Economic Community and a strict modernization of its economy, they were also a time of high unemployment.  he miners' strike of 1984-1985 saw the end of the UK's coal mining.  This was also the time that the IRA took the issue of Northern Ireland to Great Britain, maintaining a prolonged bombing campaign on the island.

After the difficult 70s and 80s and a low point of Black Wednesday (16 September 1992 when the Conservative government of the day was forced to withdraw the Pound from the European Exchange Rate Mechanism  due to pressure by currency speculators) under the John Major government, the rest of the 1990s saw the beginning of a period of continuous economic growth that has to date lasted over 15 years. The Good Friday (The major political development in the Northern Ireland peace process. It was signed in Belfast on 10 April 1998 by the British and Irish governments and endorsed by most Northern Ireland political parties. It was endorsed by the voters of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland in separate referendums on 23 May 1998. The Democratic Unionist Party was the only large party that opposed the Agreement.Agreement saw what many believe to be the beginning of the end of conflict in Northern Ireland; since this event, there has been very little armed violence over the issue.
	 31. The Monarchy today, the Q in Parliament
The monarch is an essential part of the legislative process of her Realms. The Queen-in-Parliament in each country, is an integral part of Parliament, along with the upper and lower houses. In all of her realms outside of the United Kingdom, she retains her constitutional powers, but her direct participation usually consists only of the appointment of representatives within the Realm in question, usually a Governor-General, who exercises her executive power in a fashion closely resembling her own exercise of power within the United Kingdom - in Canada, this participation stretches to include the appointment of additional Senators to break deadlocks in the Canadian Senate.

In practice, much of the Queen's role in the legislative process is ceremonial, as her reserve powers are rarely exercised. For example, the Queen may legally withhold Royal Assent from Bills, but no monarch has refused his or her assent to a Bill since Queen Anne, in 1708. In Realms outside of the United Kingdom, the power to give Royal Assent is also practised by her designated representative in the Realm. The Queen, or her Governors-General, in the Realms outside the United Kingdom, also gives a speech at the annual State Opening of Parliament, outlining the government's legislative agenda for the year, but the speech is written by government ministers and reflects the view of the elected government.
The Queen also has a functional role in executive government. In the United Kingdom, she chooses her prime minister in accordance with constitutional requirements. In her realms outside the United Kingdom, this power is exercised by her representatives. In reality no actual choice is required, as the issue of whom to ask to form a government is clear from who controls the House of Commons, except in exceptional circumstances
Theoretically, she still holds a large proportion of power in international affairs. The Queen, as Head of State, has the power to declare war, to make peace, to recognise foreign states, to conclude treaties, and to take over, or give up, territory, on behalf of the United Kingdom. In her other realms, she leaves the exercise of these powers to her representatives, who likewise exercise it at the behest of elected governments.
In some Realms, the Queen is the Sovereign "by Grace of God," and, in the United Kingdom, is the Supreme Governor of the Church of England.
The Queen takes a keen personal interest in the Church, but, in practice, delegates authority in the Church of England to the Archbishop of Canterbury.

The Queen-in-Parliament is a constitutional law term for the Crown in its legislative role, acting with the advice and consent of the House of Commons and House of Lords (in the United Kingdom) or Senate (in other Commonwealth Realms). Each Realm parliament consists of the Crown and the two houses of Parliament (or the unicameral House of Representatives of New Zealand), and bills passed by the two houses are sent to the Sovereign, or Governor General as her representative, for royal assent before they become law. These primary acts of legislation are known as Acts of Parliament. An Act may also provide for secondary legislation which can be made by the Crown, subject to the simple approval, or the lack of disapproval, of both houses of Parliament.
Can dissolve the H of C by the initative of the Prime Min., 

Quenn – the Supreme commander, has the right on royal regalia – the orb, the scepter with the cross, the imperial state crown, fur cape, has the right to have royal court, 

	32. The new millennium

Since 2000, Tony Blair's premiership has been defined by his decision to follow the United States in the War on Terror. British troops have since served in Afghanistan and, more controversially, Iraq, whilst Islamist terrorists have attacked London (  The 7 July 2005 London bombings were a series of coordinated bomb blasts that hit London's public transport system during the morning rush hour. At 8:50 a.m., three bombs exploded within fifty seconds of each other on three London Underground trains. A fourth bomb exploded on a bus nearly an hour later in Tavistock Square. The bombings killed 52 commuters and the four suicide bombers, as well as causing a severe day-long disruption of the city's transport and mobile telecommunications infrastructure..)This has come alongside an almost complete end to terrorist attacks in the UK from the IRA. Blair has also gone on to be the only Labour Prime Minister to win three consecutive elections and, if he serves until 2008, will be the longest serving British Prime Minister since Baroness Thatcher.

Despite continuous economic growth, other policies such as the proposed introduction of ID cards and education reforms have led to a drop in Blair's popularity. The 2000s also saw the announcement of the 2012 Olympics, which will be held in London.
33. The Social Profile of G.B. Class division

Social classes

- the elite, aristocracy – 1% (private edu, Oxford/ Camb, high social position)

- ‘A’ super/upper middle class – 3% (senior civil servants, professionals of high rank, management) 

- ‘B’ 16% middle class – middle manageria 

- ‘C’  1) lower middle class (non-manual labour, ‘The white collars’ – 26%; 2) skilled working class 26% (?)

- ‘D’ 17% semi-skilled working class, unskilled work cl

- ‘E’ – underclass (occasional jobs, unemployed, people dependant on state benefits) -13%

‘R’ – beggars, homeless people

since 1950s important change in social structure: 1)working class – rapidly increasing; status of a person – edu->job, the kind of work, social millieu (the kind of social contact u have)

1911 – 3 out of 4 unemployed were workers, 1950 – 2 out of 3, 1940 – 90% - working class 

2) raise of the superclass

Today: 50% of the middle class came from working class. Service industry – 2 mln new jobs
34  Traditioanal Industries & industrial zones

Important places: Liverpool – grain, slaves .glasgow – tobacco (from Virginia, USA), linen, later cotton, engineering, Newcastle – coal, Wales – iron

The green Belt – London&Greater L. 2nd commercial centre after New York. 3d in sizee after Tokyo, New York. A centre of printing. 

Coventry (around London) – produce aircraft, electronic equipment. In Lenton they produce lorries.in the estuaries of the rivers there’re shipyards.

North West of London – a large car manufacturing centre, printing, electronics. 

Postmoth – a naval port – shipbuilding, oil refining, fishinf ports, fish processing (пеерработка) 

East Anglia – wheet, barley, sugar beet, flour mills, sugar factories, agricultural machinery&footwear.

South East (mainly Kent) – aplle-growing, apple sidor, picking up hop (хмель) for producing ale.

Soth West (Cornwell, Devon) – vegetables, dairy farming, cattle-breeding for meet, cultivate flowers, famous for growing young potatoes ,cultivating soft berries (without pit), tourist industrury. 

Bath – agriculture, resorts

Bristol  -a great port ,a commrcial centre, aircraft production, tobacco&food proceeding, paper production  


	35. The Parliament of the UK

Medieval kings had to meet all royal expenses, private and public, out of their own income. If extra resources were needed for an emergency, such as going to war, the sovereign would seek help from his barons in the Great Council – a gathering of leading men who met several times a year.

‘Parliament’ was originally used to describe a meeting for discussion 

In time the Great Council came to include those who were summoned by name (who, were later to form the House of Lords) and those who were representatives of communities – the Commons. These two groups, together with the sovereign, became known as 'Parliament' 

In the 15th century, the Commons gained equal law-making powers with the Lords.

In the 17th century, tensions increased between parliament and monarch, Civil War broke out the following year, leading to the execution of King Charles I in January 1649.

Following the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, the role of Parliament was enhanced by the passage of the Bill of Rights which established the authority of Parliament over the King, and enshrined in law the principle of freedom of speech in parliamentary debates.

1707 brought the Union of England with Scotland and the first Parliament of Great Britain. Growing pressure for reform of Parliament in the 18th and 19th centuries led to a series of Reform Acts which extended the vote to most men over 21 in 1867 and, finally, to women over 21 in 1928.

The legislative primacy of the House of Commons over the Lords was confirmed in the 20th century by the passing of the Parliament Acts of 1911 and 1949
The Powers of Parliament. The three elements, which make up Parliament –the Queen, the House of Lords and the elected House of Commons –, are constituted on different principles. They meet together only on occasions of symbolic significance such as the State Opening of Parliament, when the Commons are invited by the Queen to the House of Lords.

Parliament consists of two chambers known as the House of Lords and the House of Commons. Parliament and the monarch have different roles in the government of the country, and they only meet together on symbolic occasions such as coronation of a new monarch or the opening of Parliament. In reality, the House of Commons is the only one of the three which is true power. It is here that new bills are introduced and debated. If the majority of the members aren’t in favour of a bill it goes to the House of Lords to be debated and finally to the monarch to be signed. Only than it becomes law. Although a bill must be supported by all three bodies, the House of Lords only has limited powers, and the monarch hasn’t refused to sign one.

The Functions of Parliament. The main functions of Parliament are: to pass laws; to provide, by voting taxation, the means of carrying on the work of government; to scrutinise government policy and administration; to debate the major issues of the day. In carrying out these functions Parliament helps to bring the relevant facts and issues before the electorate. By custom, Parliament is also informed before all-important international treaties and agreements are ratified.

A Parliament has a maximum duration of five years, but in practice general elections are usually held before the end of this term. Parliament is dissolved and rights for a general election are ordered by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister. The life of a Parliament is divided into sessions. Each usually lasts for one year – normally beginning and ending in October or November
Parliament is the national legislature of the United Kingdom
	36 The House of Lords

The House of Lords is the upper house of the Parliament of the United Kingdom.  Members of the House of Lords do not get paid for their parliamentary work, but can claim expenses such as travel. 

The House of Lords does not have a fixed number of members: currently there are 751 members, consisting of 26 "Lords Spiritual" and 725 "Lords Temporal". The Lords Spiritual are the 2 archbishops (of Canterbury&York)  and 24 most senior bishops of the Church of England, while the Lords Temporal are 633 current Life Peers (title can’t be inheritad) , the 90 Hereditary Peers  and the two Great Officers of State. 

The House of Lords originated in the 14th century and has been in almost continuous existence since. The name "House of Lords" was not used as a name for the Upper House until 1544.

In its first term of office, the Government announced that it wanted the House of Lords to be more representative of British society. As a first step, in 1999 it passed legislation to reduce the number of hereditary peers.

In 2000 the House of Lords Appointments Commission was set up to make recommendations on the appointment of non-political peers to be chosen from public nominees.

The Commission invited nominations in 2000 and in 2001 The Queen announced her intention to give non-political life peerages to the 15 people recommended. They were selected on the basis that they would bring considerable experience and authority to the House of Lords, adding to the range of expertise available in a number of areas including science, social policy, housing, employment, education, business and international affairs

37. The House of Commons

The House of Commons is the lower house of the Parliament of the United Kingdom. Currently – 659 MPs. The House of Commons evolved at some point during the 14th century and has been in continuous existence since. The House of Commons was once far less powerful than the House of Lords, but is now by far the dominant branch of Parliament. 

The Speaker is the chief officer of the House of Commons elected by MPs. Sits on a chair which is raised. 

After a Parliament has been dissolved and a General Election has been held, the Sovereign summons a new Parliament. When an MP dies, resigns or is made a member of the House of Lords a by-election takes place.

MPs sit on two sides of the hall, one side for the governing party and the other for the opposition. Parliament has intervals during its work. MPs are paid for their parliamentary work and have to attend the sittings. MPs have to catch the Speaker's eye when they want to speak, then they rise from where they have been sitting to address the House and must do so without either reading a prepared speech or consulting notes. Both Houses, the Commons and Lords, meet in the Palace of Westminster.

The house doesn’t seat in the morning exept Fridays . On Fridays government&opposition don’t sit together. Cross benches – for MPs who don’t support either G or opposition. 

On the table between them 2 wooden boxes (dispatch boxws). When ministers speak they stand near the boxes


	38. The elections to Parliament. Parties in P

General elections are held at least every five years. The last General Election was held on 5 May 2005. The Government can, and often does, decide to hold one at an earlier date.
In between general elections, by-elections are held as necessary to elect a new Member of Parliament to an individual constituency (if an MP dies, resignes or is made a member of the House of Lords). 
The House of Commons currently has 659 Members of Parliament (MPs), each representing an individual constituency. Of the 646 seats, 529 are for England, 40 for Wales, 59 for Scotland and 18 for Northern Ireland. 
An Electoral Commission was established in November 2000 as an independent body to oversee new controls on donations to and campaign spending by political parties and others. It also has a remit to keep under review electoral law and practice and to promote public awareness of the electoral process. 
General Elections are elections of the whole House of Commons at one time: one Member of Parliament for each constituency in the United Kingdom. Each MP is elected from the various candidates by a simple majority system in which each elector can cast one vote. The candidates may be from one of the three major political parties, from a minor party or from any other organisation that has been registered with the Electoral Commission. If a candidate does not represent a registered party or group s/he may stand as an 'Independent'. 
Any citizen eligible to vote in Great Britain can apply on demand to vote by post. British citizens living abroad are also entitled to a postal vote, as long as they have been living abroad for less than 15 years.
Death of a Candidate in a Parliamentary Election.Should a candidate die during a general election campaign, the returning officer revokes the original writ calling the election once s/he has received proof of death.The election timetable is then halted and starts again from the beginning of the timetable 28 days after proof of death 

	39. The political parties of the UK 

Traditionally, the UK effectively had had a two party system, arising from the use of the First-Past-The-Post system for general and local elections. However, some have challenged the view that Britain still has a two party system, since the Liberal Democrats have won around 15%-25% of the votes in recent elections. The Liberal Democrats won 62 of the 646 seats in the House of Commons in the recent 2005 elections, and several nationalist (regional) groupings sit, leading some spectators to regard the Westminster parliament as a "two and a half" party system.

The Conservative Party is the rival to the Labor Party. There are smaller parties. The most important is Liberal democratic. The Liberal Democratic Party was formed by The old Liberal Part and Social-democratic party. The Scottish Nationalist Party, Plaid Cymru is the party of Wales. Sinn Fein is the party of Northern Ireland. +IRA and organizations, the Ulster Unionist Party, The Ulster Democratic Party, Social Democrats.

Labor Party is on the political left. The Conservative Party- right.

Liberal are close to Labor in the opinions.

On the elections Conservatives wear a blue torch.  Labor – red rose 

Liberal Democrats – little yellow bird

There are special associations.

Local Party offices – closer contact with electors. Central office – coordinates, support groups, raising money, promote its politics, work with local people.

By contrasts Labor Party began outside Parliament. 

20s XX century – Labors started activities – started to push the representatives to the Parliament, trade unions.

Today the Conservatives and Labor have many local branches for choosing candidates. 

Election campaign. They came from land owners and business people, striving for social reforms. The support of trade unions appeal to wider groups of population. 

Liberal Democratic Party. Unwilling to Labor the support is not distributed evenly. The south has traditionally been conservative. The situation is different now – the overwhelming Labor – we can’t predict though many people support Labor. 

Political Parties are not obliged to tell the truth about the money for the campaign.

The Labor – from trade unions.

The Conservatives – from individuals, gift, denotations from abroad.

Party Conferences is organized each year by the national office. Send their representatives. Prominent Party gives a speech and then debating the party policy. Lively kind of event. A lot of attention is given to media. For the elections – list of ideas and politics. Election manifesto. 

The Labor Leader – representative of the trade union.

The liberal Democrats

The conservatives – the secret ballot. 

The Parties of the Parliament.

MPs from different parties struggle fearlessly against each other. One of the MP is not to be present.

Chief whips and junior whips.

Hold regular meetings to discuss power

Conservatives – once a week to voice opinions  Labors- twice a week. Mp and Labor members meet regularly.

The country is divided into administrative areas. They very in size but number of voters  - 1900 people – elected MPs.

Constituents – избирательные округа. Every Const. by different parties. British subject. 21 and over. Once selected he must be known to the people in the const.


	40.The executive branch. The Government & the Cabinet

The Government: the Prime-minister&the Cabinet. 

The executive power is exercised by the prime minister and his cabinet. The government is usually formed by the political party, which is supported by the majority in the House of Commons. The prime minister is the majority party leader and is appointed by the queen. The prime Minister chooses a team of ministers – 20 of the ministers are in the Cabinet.

head of government: Prime Minister Anthony (Tony) BLAIR (since 2 May 1997)
cabinet: Cabinet of Ministers appointed by the prime minister
elections: none; the monarchy is hereditary; following legislative elections, the leader of the majority party or the leader of the majority coalition is usually the prime minister

The second largest party becomes the official opposition with its own leader and the shadow cabinet. The 2 leading parties in G Br- the conservative party (the Tories) and the Labour party.

Since the Second World War, all the governments in the UK have been formed either by the Labour Party or the Conservative Party. The Labour Party gained the right to form the present government by winning the largest number of seats at the last General Election. Tony Blair, the leader of the Labour Party, became Prime Minister. He then selected a team from among Labour MPs and peers to become ministers in his government. The most senior of these are known as the Cabinet. which is the policy-making arm of the Government. Because of the strict party discipline, important decisions are often made not in Parliament, but beforehand in the less formal meetings of the cabinet. Each member of the Cabinet and the Cabinet in its entirety is accountable to Parliament.

The Prime Minister is in practice the most important political office in the United Kingdom. He acts as the head of Her Majesty's Government and like other Prime Ministers in Westminster Systems is (along with his Cabinet) the de facto source of executive power in the British Government. As such, he exercises many of the executive functions nominally vested in the Sovereign, the theoretical source of executive power in the British Government. According to custom, the Prime Minister and the Cabinet (which he or she heads) are accountable for their actions to Parliament, of which they are members by modern convention. The current Prime Minister is Tony Blair (of the Labour Party), who has been in office since May 1997.

The Prime Minister's chief duty is to "form a Government"—that is to say, to create a Cabinet or Ministry which will sustain the support of the House of Commons—when commissioned by the Sovereign. He or she generally co-ordinates the policies and activities of the Cabinet and the various Government departments, acting as the "face" of Her Majesty's Government. The Sovereign exercises much of his or her royal prerogative on the Prime Minister's advice. (For the prerogative of dissolving Parliament, see "Term" above.) The Prime Minister also has a wide range of powers of appointment. In most cases, the actual appointments are made by the Sovereign, but the selection and recommendation is made by the Prime Minister.



	41 The legislative branch

Bicameral(двухпалатн) Parliament comprised of House of Lords (consists of approximately 500 life peers, 92 hereditary peers and 26 clergy) and House of Commons (646 seats since 2005 elections; members are elected by popular vote to serve five-year terms unless the House is dissolved earlier)
elections: House of Lords - no elections; House of Commons – every 5 years by ppl
The legislative power in the country is exercised by the parliament. The British parliament consists of 2 chambers- the house of lords and the house of commons. The house of commons is the real governing body of the UK
The government introduces most plans for new laws, or changes to existing laws - but they can originate from an MP, Lord or even a member of the public or private group. Before they can become law, both the House of Commons and House of Lords must debate and vote on the proposals.

Bills(законопроекты) normally introduce new laws. 

Each Bill goes through several stages in each House. The first stage, called the first reading, is a formality. At the second reading, the general principles of the bill are debated, and the House may vote to reject the bill, by not passing the motion "That the Bill be now read a second time".

Once the House has considered the bill, the third reading follows. In the House of Commons, no further amendments may be made, and the passage of the motion "That the Bill be now read a third time" is passage of the whole bill. In the House of Lords further amendments to the bill may be moved. After the passage of the third reading motion, the House of Lords must vote on the motion "That the Bill do now pass." Following its passage in one House, the bill is sent to the other House. If passed in identical form by both Houses, it may be presented for the Sovereign's Assent. If one House passes amendments that the other will not agree to, and the two Houses 
If the House of Commons passes a public bill in two successive sessions, and the House of Lords rejects it both times, the Commons may direct that the bill be presented to the Sovereign for his or her Assent, disregarding the rejection of the Bill in the House of Lords.
The last stage of a bill happens when the reigning monarch has to approve all new laws – called the Royal Assent – but this is a formality When a Bill is given Royal Assent it becomes an Act of Parliament. It is then the responsibility of the relevant government department to implement that law 


	42. The 3 branches of power

The Legislative branch:

Bicameral(двухпалатн) Parliament comprised of House of Lords (consists of approximately 500 life peers, 92 hereditary peers and 26 clergy) and House of Commons (646 seats since 2005 elections; members are elected by popular vote to serve five-year terms unless the House is dissolved earlier)
elections: House of Lords - no elections; House of Commons – every 5 years by ppl
The legislative power in the country is exercised by the parliament. The British parliament consists of 2 chambers- the house of lords and the house of commons. The house of commons is the real governing body of the UK
The governm introduces most plans for new laws, or changes to existing laws - but they can originate from an MP, Lord or even a member of the public or private group. Before they can become law, both the House of Commons and House of Lords must debate and vote on the proposals.

Bills(законопроекты) normally introduce new laws. 

When a Bill is given Royal Assent it becomes an Act of Parliament. It is then the responsibility of the relevant government department to implement that law 

The Executive branch: chief of state: Queen ELIZABETH II (since 6 February 1952); Heir Apparent Prince CHARLES (son of the queen, born 14 November 1948) head of government: Prime Minister Anthony (Tony) BLAIR (since 2 May 1997) cabinet: Cabinet of Ministers appointed by the prime ministere lections: none; the monarchy is hereditary; following legislative elections, the leader of the majority party or the leader of the majority coalition is usually the prime minister
The executive power is exercised by the prime minister and his cabinet. The government is usually formed by the political party, which is supported by the majority in the House of Commons. The prime minister is the majority party leader and is appointed by the queen. The prime Minister chooses a team of ministers – 20 of the ministers are in the Cabinet.

The second largest party becomes the official opposition with its own leader and the shadow cabinet. The 2 leading parties in Gr Br are the conservative party (the Tories) and the Labour party.

Since the Second World War, all the governments in the UK have been formed either by the Labour Party or the Conservative Party. The Labour Party gained the right to form the present government by winning the largest number of seats at the last General Election. Tony Blair, the leader of the Labour Party, became Prime Minister. He then selected a team from among Labour MPs and peers to become ministers in his government. The most senior of these are known as the Cabinet. which is the policy-making arm of the Government. Because of the strict party discipline, important decisions are often made not in Parliament, but beforehand in the less formal meetings of the cabinet. Each member of the Cabinet and the Cabinet in its entirety is accountable to Parliament.

The judicial branch. – interprets the laws. The highest judicial body is the supreme court of judiketшэ, which consists of 2 divisions-the high court of justice and the court of appeal. It is often said that English law is superior to the law of most other countries. The engl judicial system contains many rules which protect the individual against arbitrary (произвольн действия)action by the police and the govern
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